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DOUGLAS, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1913.

Present: The Spesker (Mr D. Maitlun,
1.1, Messrs W. H, Kitto, W, Quayle, W.
Christian, R. H. Collister, J. W. Gannan,
. J. Curphey, J. R. Kerruish, Rolere
Ierruish, W. J. Radeliffe, R. S, Corlett,
A. Christian, W T Crennell, T. H. Cor-
irode, W. M. Kerruish, K. Moughtin, W.
Goldsmith, W. J. Corlett. R. Marshall, J.
D. Clueas, A. Qualtrough, J. Qualtrough,
and Col. Moore. The Secretary (Mr R. D.
Gelling) was in attendance.

LICENSING ACTS (?ONSOLIDATION)
BILL. :

The Licensing Acts (Consolidation) Biil

was read a first time.

THE MEDICAL OFIL?%CER- OF HEALTH
' BILL.

The House resumed the consideration of
the cluuses of the Local Government
{Medical Officer of Health and Inspection
of Dairies) Bill. At the st sitting, the
House Tind partly considered clause 8 giv-
ing medical officers power to make interim
orders, prohibiting the sale of milk alleged
to be tubercuious, but the matter had been
left over to allow Mr W, Christian to draft
an amendinent dealing with the grant of
compensation for cattle slanghtered for
tuberculosis,  Mr W. Christian had dmy
eirenlated amended clauses providing that
the Medical Officer, in consultation with a
veterinary surgeon, might take snmples »f
the mitk and report to the Local GCovern-
ment Board, and might make an interim
owder ; that compensation to the amount
of three-fourths of the value should be paidl
for slaughtered beasts in cases where the
sickness was not apparent, and compensa-
tion to the whele value where the slangh-
ter was proved to he a mistake: and thal
compensation sheuld be payuble to the ex-
tent of one-third from the revenue and
two-thirds from a rate levied over the
whole Island. '

The Speaker called wpon Mr W. Chris-
tian to move lis amended clause.

Mr Goldsmith: But they dow’t conflict.
This is net an amendment to the clanse.

The Speaker: It could be inserted. 1.
is scarcely an amendment to the clause no
before the House.

Di. Marshal®: I move the clavee. 1t has
already been seconded and discussed.

Mr J. D. Clucas: Do T understand that if
this clause is passed, My Christian’s amend-
ment would be cut out? It is quite con-
fifcting ; it is in substitution for the orig-
inal clause.

My W. M. Kerruish: Clause 8 ought ‘o
be negatived first.

Mr J. D. Clucas: I submii, that Mr Chris-
tinn’s clause is a proper amendment.

Mr W. M. Eerruish: I don’t think it is
worth while raising a discussion about it.
Suppose we let Mr Christian move his
clanse.

Mr W. Christian: Since the amendments
were cirenlated, an order has been passed
by the Gevernor under the Cattle Diseases
Provention Aect, which deals to a certain
extent with tuberculesis, and will deal %o
a certain extent with what 1 had in view.
Further than that, 1 have good reason to
helieve that further orders will be issued
vory shortly deuling with the very malter
which I had in mind. So at present T
don’t propose the amendment, Dbut will
withdraw it.

Mr A. Christian: I think that hefore the
hon. member withdraws his amendmens,
we shauld know what is the intention of
the Governor. We have no knowledyge at
present.

Mr W. M. Kerruigh: Tf the hon. mem:
ber does not prapese it, we cannot disecss it.,

Mr Radcliffe: 1 move that the amend-
ment be continued.

Mr Robert Kerruish seconded. :

The Spenker: That is no metion. The
amendiment has not been moved, and is not
under discussion.

Mr A. Christian: I move that considera-
tion of the Bill be adjourned till we know
what the Governor’s intentions are.

Mz R. S. Corlett seconded,
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Mr W. M. Kerruish: I don’t understand
that any change has occurred in the situa-
tion. The Governor has issued an order
under the Cattle Diseases Provention Act,
but how that affects the sale of tuberculous
milk, I don’t know.

The Speaker: The hon. member says,
from information that he has, that certain
other orders are alout to be issued. The
hon. member for Ayre says it should be
postponed til] these further provisions are
made public.

Mr W. M, Kerruish: His Excellency, i
making onders, makes them under the
Cattle Diseases Prevention Act, and that
gives him power to deal with tuberculovs
cattle. That deals with pleurs-pneumonia
and foot-and-mouth disease, and rahies in
dogs, and so on. We are not considering
this amended clause at all, but clause 8.
There is no reason why clause 8 should be
stopped: Lecause somebody says that he has
heard that somebody has said that his Ex-
ecllency intends to issue an order under
the Cattle Diseases D’revention Act. 0f
course, if hen. members want to kill tha
Bill, and they are adjourning it for that
reason. that is all right; but they can do
that just as easily when it comes o the
third reading, or by passing the clause of
which the hon. member for Middle has
given notice. One or the other will as
effectually kill the Bill as anything clse. T
am not very particular about it, as the
Heouse knows very well; but I don’t see any
scnse In hanging the thing over like this.
If we have decided to drop it altogether,
lat us do so, and be finished with 1%; but
excuses of this kind do not appear to touch
the case at all. Clause 8 provides that the
Local Government Board inspector may
prevent the sale of milk that is tuberculous.
I see no reason for adjourning the con-
sideration of this clause or of the Bill on
that account.

Col. Moore: 1 support the amendment.
I think it is important that we should
hear what the Governor has to say on the
matter.

Mr Cormode: I am rather in a fog. I
don’t know what this order referred to has
to do with the question at all. I don‘t
suppose the Governor has power, without
the authority of such a clause as this, to
award compensation for cattle slaughtered.

Mr J. P Clucag: The hon. member didn’t
eay he expected any order dealing with the
matter of compensation.

Mr Cormode: But that is the whole crux
of the question. The compensation difii-

culty is the very esscnce of the hon. mem-
ber’s amandment. e may have good rea-
suns for not going on with his amendment,
but the reason he has given doesn’t strike
me a8 a. good one.

The Speaker: The hon. member’s amend-
ment is not before the House at all.

Mr Cormode: But it is solely because the
hon. member is not prepared to go on with
his amendment that the guestion of an
adjournment has arisen. 1 should think
that any discussion and decision in this
House would be valuable guidance to the
Governor in deciding what course he will
take. I am sorry the hon. member’s cour-
aye failed him at the last moment.

Me J. D. Clucas: 1 don’t know that I
agree with either party. Tt seems to me that
it is very important that something on the
lines of the amendment shonld be discussed
by the House. The hon. member has stated
that he is not prepared to go on, because
of certain action that the Governor has
taken, and that he understands the Gov-
ernor is about to take, which action affects
the question so closely that he has decided
to withdraw his amendment. I think euch
facts must affect the whole question of the
Bill, and I cannot agree for one moment
that wo would be wise to go forward un-
less we have some Further knowledge of the
Governor’s intentions. The hon. member
for South Douglas pooh-pochs the idea of
holding the matter over, but he would have
been the very first to suggest postpone-
nent if he had been in the saine position
as is the hon. member for Middle. (Laugh-
ter.) 1f the hon. member were really anx-
ious to toucdh this question of compensa-
tion. 1 don’t think he would stand so much
in the way of further information being
obtained. T don't wish to stand in the
way of the Bill going forward, but it would
not be satisfactory to discuss and probably
carry a clause of the nature of clause 3
in the amended Bill, and then find that it
doesn’t fit in with the regulatioms which
may he made by the Governor under the
Cattle Diseases Act. I am rather inclined
to support the amendment, though I re-
gret 11 shounld be necessary.

On a division there voted:—For the
amendment: Messrs Kifto, Quayle, Cur-
phey, Cannan, R. 8. Corlett, Radcliffe, A.
Christian, J. R. Kerruish, Robert Ker-
ruish, Collister, Clucas, Crennell, and Col.
Moore—13. Against: Messrs W. Chris-
tian, A. Qualirough, J. Qualtrough, Cor-
mode, Goldsmith, W. J. Corlett, Marshall,
Moughtin, W. M. Kerruish, and the
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Speaker—10.  The amendment was car-
ried.

Mr W, M. Kerruish: I move that we
report Lo his Excellency, and appoinb a
deputation to iuguire what steps he pro-
poses to take.

Col. Moore seconded.

Agreed.

Messrs W, M. Kerruish, It 8. Corlett,
Marshail, W. Ch:isttan, and Clueas were
proposed as men:bers of the deputation.

Mr J. D. Clucss: Ts this a deputation ar
a conmitize? 1t is the busizess of the
Sneaker o appoint o deputaiion.

The Spenker: Ye¢s: “Unless otherwise
crédcicd oy the House.”

1§ wns azreed that the five membors
propcscd should be the deputation.

THE ADULT SUFFRAGE BILIL.

The Speaker called upen Mr Crenuell 4o
move the secowtl reading of the House of
Keys {(Adult  Suifrapge) Eleclion Acts
Amendment Bill,

Mr Goldsmith: There is o Bill pactl;
TWeﬂrd, the Courts Amendment Procedure
Bill.

Afr Crennell: I don’t intend to take any
fitme over maving  the serond read.
ing of this Bill. [ don'i, in fact, intend to
say a word about it. I will simply remind
the House that a vote on the second read-
ing is precisely similar in effcet to the vote
which was given by the House only a few
weeks ago. Wien we come to deal with
the clauses, members can put the Bijl in
such a form as they wish, to give effect to
their views, but a vote on the second read-
ing is precisely the same as the vote which
the House Las already given. Precigely
the same arguments apply, and T den's
intend o go over the ground again., |
wove the second reading.

Dr. Marshall seconded.

On a division there voted:—For the
second reading: Messrs A. Qualtrough, J.
Qualtrough, Crennell. Cormode, Goldsmith,
W. J. Corlett, Marshall, W. M. Kerruish,
Col. Maore, and the Speaker—10. Against -
Messrs Kitto, Quarle. Curphey, Cannan,
R. S. Corlett, Radeliffe. A. Christian, J.
R. Kerruish, Rohert Ierruish, Collister.
W. Christian, Clucas, aml Moughtin—13.

The Bill foll.

COURTS AMENDED PROCEDURY,
BILL.
The House took up the consideration of

the clauses of the Courts Amended Yro-
cedure Bill.

Mr W. M. Kerruich: T move clause 3. o
am very glad to be introducing o Rill
against which T have net heard oue word
in public. 1 have heard o good deal of
what has been said in private, not all of 1t
favourable to the Bill or to its jutroducer.
I think there ecan le no question thal
any unprejudiced obzerver will come to the
cznelision bhat it is an absolutely remedial
measure, and that this clause, which is tha
main clause of the main part of the Bill,
has been provided so as to secure a more
equitable treatment of persans who are
unfortunate encugh tn get nto the courts.
T admit the exceeding difficulty of inter-
fering wilh so delicate a watter as the
procedure of our Conrte, and 1 hope that, if
not in this place, at auy rate in another
place, very carveful consideration will be
given to the machinery proposed under this
Bill, because in another place there arc
persons of long experience and great ex-
pert knowledge in dealing with questions
of this kind. The proposal is that, instead
of as at preseat. there being only one war
of recovering a debt, or rather only two
ways, there are now provided a number of
alternatives. 1 weuld tike to make it clear
in the first place that the present proce-
dure is not being done away with, 1t stiil
remains pessible, it still remains the recos-
nised methad of enforcing an execution, to
seit up the person’s goods or property, or o
imprizon him if his assets are not suffi-
cient.  But there are these altermatives,
that as soon as the exccution is granted,
then at the same court, or at any suhse-
quent court, it is open to the court to make
an order far payment by instalments, o
adjourn the hearing, so that the con:t
may be better informed as to the person’'s
circumstances, or to say that the execution
is not to he enforced at all. T should be
glad to have a good deal of criticism of
these slternatives, and shall content ms-
self now with simply moving the clause.

Dr. Marshall seconded.

My J. Do Clecas: T quite appreciate the
intention of the hon. member to alleviate
the troubles of persons who get into debt,
but, on the other hand, the tendencey of this
Bill is to make things extremely aasy for
the person who wishes to cvade payment of
his debts, and very considerably difficult for
the person wheo wishes ta recover. T shouil
sympathise with him in making it difficu.t
for tradesmen and others who give un-
limited credit, and then jump down sud-
denly on a poor man, hut I have very grave
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doubts as b0 how this clanse would work out
with regard to the man who can pay, and
won't pay if he can help it. T think there
is not so very much wrong with the pra-
sent system of collecting debts.  Under
this clause, instalment orders may be made
when execution is granted. 1 think the
law ghould remain that the execution should
first be enforced, and the coroner shoulid
furnish a return of no effects.  Then, |
shink, should come the procedure for a
Jeekly sum. I largely agree that the pro-
eedure might be simpiified, and the cests
assened.  But I don't like this clause:; T
think it opens a great door to persons who
wish to evade thelr debts, and I think thera
should bhe some provisiom to guard against
unserupulons persons of this kind.

Mr Cormode: There might have heen a
mood deal of foree in what the hon. ana
learned member says, if the proposal was
to compel the court to take the course
specified. But, as the hon. member pointed
out in moving the clause, it will be op-
tional. I think anyore who is acquainted
with the history of the courts in the Isl»
9f Man knows that the disposition is not
to show any undue leniency to a person
who tries to evade his debts, and I thirk
we may safely entrust the conrt with this
power.  Qccacionally  exceedingly  havg
cases do oceur, and the provision suggested
is that, where there s an exceptionally
hard case the judge should have power to
exercise his discretion, and let them down
lightty. I think the matler is extremwuy
trifling. T wonld agree with the hon. mem-
ber if we were to lay down a hard and fast
line that this eourse shkould be taken, bus
seeing that it is to be left with the jndge,
I think it is an extremely safc and reaszon-
able thing to do,

Mr W. M. Kerruish: There are three
points wilhich have becn raised by the hon,
and learned member. The first 1s ihat the
proposal will make it ensier for the person
who can pay, and won't pay. In my opiu-
ion, it wor't; it will make it more diffienst
for him.  Under the presemt system, :f
that man has got no goods, what 2an zeu
de with him? You cannot ask him to
a £10 judgment all at onee, but if you make
it easy for him by making it payable fa
instalments, there is much lcss exeuse [ur
him not paying. If he fails to pay his in-
stalments, the Bill provides that he mayv
be committed to gaal for a month.

Afe J. D. Clueas: He can pay by instal
ments nt present.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: Fle cannot nay,
anless the creditor is willing to take it by

instalments. The only alteration this I3iit
makes is that the court may order an in-
stalment, a reasonable instalment, and :f
he doesn’t pay the rcasomable instalment
that the court fixes, the court mayr order
him to be scnt to gaol. That is all you
can 4o at present with the man who na)
pay and won't pay. Then the hon. mem-
her says that the present system is good.
Well, T venture to differ. I don’t thini.
the present syvstem is mood, either fiom:
the debtor's standpoint or the creditor’s,

Mz J. D. Cluces: Tke present sysiem is
zood, if improved

Mr W, M. Kerruish: The hon. member
mnkes uo suggestion fer mmpravement. |
particulariy asked him to snuggest improve-
ments, .

Mr J. D. Clucas: T snid that vou could
considerably cheapen the costs of making a
petition. T diIn't move an amendment,
but I explained two or three ways wherehy
the present system could be improved.

Mr W. M. Kerrnish: The lon. member
did say that the present system could be
cheapened, but I don’t see how it very well
can. The cost of the present system arises
from its being necessary to go to the court
on subsequent occasions. This Bill means
that you need only go to the comrt once,
whereas, under the present svstem, you go
to the court first for your execution. Then
yon put it in the coroner’s hands for en-
forcement, Then the coroner smmmons a
jury of four men, and thev make n return.
FThen you present a petition against the
man for imprisonment, and that cones
bhefore the eourt.

Mr J. D. Clueas: The second dar.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: It may be. T think
the man would be entitled to appear the
first day on the petition, and have it de-
cided. T don’t think there woukl be anr
need for the second dav, and then there
would Dbe ouly one day’s costs. But the
eosts would amouni abt leasi to between
£2 and £3.

Mr J. D. Chieas: Oh, nao.

Mr W. M. Kerrnish: Well, 1 will have
to count it up for +he hon. member. Thera
is 1ds 44 for the first dny, 4s for the cor-
oner’s return, costs of the petition for an
order of imprisonment, amounting to abont
238, or ahaut £1 anyway, and that comes
to £118s 4d. That is assuming that every-
thing goes straight, and the man attends
on both occasions on the first day, and
everything goes right {he first day.  IHow
far is that off £2? T was notso far wrong,
and the hon. member has admitted all my
items.
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AMre J. D, Claeas: T don’t admit anything
of the sort.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: But under this Bili
—if everything goes smoothly—it will all
gel done for 14s 4d. Tliere s a consider-
able saving there, Tt may net secem much
to a millionalre

Mr J. D. Clueas: The Lon. member is
wheeling the nrguicent round to Lis awn
point: T said I was going to cheapen it

A W, AL Kesruish: The bon. member
ddn’t say how, and I don’t see low the
present systesn ean be improved. I am
very glaid that the hon. member, as 2 mem-
ber of the baw Soclety, thinks the coste
onght to be reduced. (Laughter.)
a very pleasing sign of repentance. 1 wus
saying that to a milllonaire the difference
between 14s 4d and 38s 4d may not mats
ter, but to n man who cannot pay a £3
debi, if he gets £2 added on to it, there
15 a very consideroble difference, nearly 5%
per cent. You must remember that we
are dealing with the cnse of peaple who are
poor, and we shouid do everything we ca.
to reduce the costs.  The hon. momber
thinks that the present sysiem should be
continued, but what advantage wonld the
present system have over this system? If
there was no question of cost at all, and
we had to choose between two systems, this
is the one we should adopt. Tt is a difk-
cult. matter to interfere with the provedure
of the eourts. and I amn hoping to get sug-
gestions—Dhetter sugpestions than we have
had this morning—({laughter)—when the
Bifl comces before persons with better ex-
perienge than we have.

The elause was earried. Mr Clucas and
another member calling “Not”?

Clause 4 provides that notize he given
cf application for instalmient order before
kearing of snit for delit.

Agreed,

Clause 5 deals with the methed of apply-
ing nfter the granting of an execution.

Agreed.

Clanst 6 dea’s with the ability of a debtor
to pay.

Agiecd.

_Clause 7 entitles the coroner to take evi-
dence.

Agreed.

Clanse 3 makes provision in case of 2
debtor failing to comply with an instal-
ment order.

Aureed.

Clazse 9,

It is.

My Crennell: T should like to have that
clause explained.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: The meaning of
this clause is that when o debior is or-
dered by the Court to be imprisoned for
not having paid the instalment, his debt is
not, therefore, to be wiped out. The debt
still 1emains a debt due, and the judgment
15 sbill enforcible for the amount he owes.
But ke is nct to be imprisoned a second
time for the instalments for which he has
alreandy been imprisoned. It will elear him
as far as hmprisonivent only is econcerned
for the instalment due b2fore his imprison-
meut., It wox't wipe out the debt in any
way.

Mr Creaneil: I don’t know that this is
quite clear. He ‘shall not he thereafter
imprisoned for non-payment of uny instal-
ment made payable by the instalment
order, and aczcrred due prior to the date
of the instalment for non-payment of which
the ovder of imprisonment was made.”
Does that mean that if he has failed to
pay 20 instalmends, and is imprisoned those
are counted as paid, and he can never be
imprisoned for them again? That practi-
cally meons wiping them out altogether.
That part of the dobt is done with atto-
gether, so far as the creditor is concerned.
The eifect is that the debtor will be freed
from that debt, although tke hon. mem-
her said he wouid not. You may have it
if you will; ke shall not be imprisoned
without a further order of the Court. I do
not think it should absolulely wipe out the
dabt.

Mr E. J. Cuorphey: Suppose the <cbior
in after years became posscssed of pro-
perty, or found himsclf in a better finan-
cinl positinn, the hon. member for Sosuth
Douglas said he wounld still be held respon-
sihle for the debt. Do 1 uaderstand that?

Mr W, M. Kerruish: Yes; the cxecution
could be enforced. The allernative is that
a man might be imprisoned for non-pay-
mond of an instalment order, do his month,
come out, and be imprisaned again for ano-
ther month; come out again, and be im-
prisoncid for another mouth, and so on,
ad jnfinitum. There is no object in that.
We fix the panishment for not paying at
ong mounth’s imprisonment. We do not
want to go on imprisoning for ever. T
think that is clear in the minds of the
House. But if the debior should hecome
possessed of any assets, then the judgment
can he enforced for the whole amount of
the dcbt, berause where a debtor has
suffered imprisomnent for non-compliauce
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with an instalment order, such imprisen-
ment shall not release the debbor from
payment of the judgment. 1 ihink the
House does not want to go on imprisoning a
man over aud over azain because he has
nob paid the instaiment order,

Agreed.

Clause 10,

Mr W. M. Kerruizh: The object of
clanse 10 is: suppose a dehtor gets an in-
stalment order fixed when ftimes are bad
at a low amounst, and afterwards gets into
good work when he is able to pay more,
then the creditor can apply to have the in-
Jtalment order increased; and viee versa,
it the instaiment order was made when be
was in good employment amd could payx
tairly large instalments, he could have
tha instalments lowered in a less prosper-
ous time. 1 think this will relieve him to
some extent.

Agreed.

Clausz 11, dealing with the arrest of
wages, was next considered.

Mr Crennell: I have an amendment to
propose to this clause. 1 do not believe in
practically making it impossible to recover
debts from all persons who are not drawing
£1 a week. HMow many hundreds of men
i the Tsland would be allowed to get into
debt without any penaliy being imposed.
1 should kl:e to alter it so as to read:

Where any wages, salary, or siipend, whether
for (img or piecework, due or aceruing to a
debtor does pot excered the sum of £1 per weck,
the arrest ghall he leviable ¢mly upon a sum
not exceding 23 62 per week.

I think thers should be some penalty im-
posed upon 8 mau carning anything a week.

Mr R. 8. Corlett: T have great plea-
sure in supporting it, for this reason. 1f
You pass teis as is suggested here, a
iabouring man who is paid jow wages would
et no credit at ail. That would be a gieat
disadvantage, bocause they all want more
or less help. 1 think it would be foolish.

Mr W. M, Kermrutish: 1 is rather Jiffi-
cult to follow this amendment as the hon.
wmomber has drawn it as he sat on the seat
taere, One can hardly expect to be per-
fect in such a comuplicated Bill as this. 1t
s2oms to me it destroys the whole object
of the clause, beenvs: it ouly deals with
wages nuder a pouud a week., Tf a man’s
wages wre over a pound a week, vou ean
arvest the wholo lot. Tt gives no relief
at all. 1% savs unless the wages are yndsr
a pound a week. A man getting 215 a week
would have all his wages taken.

AMr Crennell: The hon. memher’s clause
did noi strike me like that before. As a
matter of faot it says you shall not arrest
anything unless the wages exceed a pound
a weok. I see what the hon. memmber
means. You can ouly arrest a sum beyond
a pound a week.  To reconstruct the elause
to suit ihe case, I think the matter can be
held over,

Mr W. M, Kerruish: It is very kind of
the hon. member to ecratch a few lines on
the seal there, and throw the Bill into con-
fusion. Amendments should not be pro-
posed in this haphazard wagy.

Mr J. D. Clucas: Nobody else ever does!

Mr W. M, Kerruish: Perhaps the hon.
member knows about that better than I do.
(Laughter,)

My J. D. Clucas: T do!l

Mr W. M. Kerruish: T think it is clear
that the ameudment of the hon, member
for Ramsey will not be satisfactory. T
take it the House does want to protect the
workingman, to eusure that at the end of
the week he will have erough to carvy him
on to the end of the following week. If
his wages are stopped on che Saiurday night
he bas to go howe to the wife with nothing
bo provide for the following week-there is
nothing but slarvation and charity in front
of them,

The Speaker: 1 think the ohjection on
this &ide of the Movse is that a great many
men de not get a pound a week; in the
country it runs to 12s 6d or 1ds,

Mr W, M. Xerruish: T think it is a
barbarism that a maa should go home with
125 6d a week, 1 am not going to be a
party to this. The people who give such
low wages ought to be ashamed.

The Speaker: 1n cash.

A VYoice: There are porquisites,

Mr W, M. Kerruish: 1 know about the
other perquisites. If the hon. member is
prepared to make it 17s 6d a week, that
might be more reasonable.

The Spraker: You will preveat the men
cetting eredit.

My Cormoede: To earry owt the idea of
the hon, member for Ramsey you should
state the percentage. That would cover
the wages of any.

AMr WM. Kewrvish: 1f ihe House car-
ries it against me, well and good. 1 am
not [avourable Lo these clauses, because
they kave been surzested without consider-
ation.

AMr Collister: 1 will second it.

Courts Ameuded Procedure Biil,
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My W. M. Kerruish: T am on my feet. ’

Wait till T have had my say. 1 am quite
willing to give you a hearing in your turn.

Mr Coliister: I am anxious to assist you,
(Laughter.)

Mr W. M, Kerruish: All this has arisen
because the hon. member has not read the
Bill.  The enforcement of an execution
may be stayed by an instalment order—by
the first part of the Bill, so that the occa-
sion for arresting wazes ought never to
arise, because the creditor can go to the
Court and say, ‘“This man is earning 1%
6d a week, and he has only got eight chil-
dren and a wife to keep, and two of those
children are sick, some of them want bhoots
and clothes, and there is no Insurance Act
t0 give them medical attendance, and there-
fore I #hink out of 12« 6d a week he ought to
pay 2s 6d o week.” The Court says that is
merciful and reasonable, and makes an
order for 2s 6d a week. The Cowrt takes
into cousideration all the circiLnstances of
tho debtor and the debt, and makes an in-
stalment order. Then as to the instalment
order, he starves his wife and children
because the Court would order his impris-
onment for a month or less. In that case
there will be no wages for cither. The
creditor would get satisfaction in one way,
hut net in awother. T am not bound to a
suggestion to close it at 17s Gd.  As far as
that is concerned, I am not agreeable to
it at all. The hon. member wants a man
aetting only 10s a week to pay towards
the debt. I think the House is merciful,
and 1 wen't argue it out any longer.

Dr. Marshall:  Are we voting for 17s 6d
or £1 a week?

The Secretury:
proposed.

Mr J. D. Clucas: There are two amend-
ments propesed by the kon, member for
Ramsey. Heo has not withdrawn.

The Speaker: 1 understood
withdrawu.

Mr Crennell:  No. The first point is
clear. I confess it would mean that ali
wages over a pound a week might be ar-
rested.  Would it not be better to adjonrn
this matter te consider the best means of
mecting the case. T think, however, that
a proportion of a man’s wages shonid be
capnbie of arrest in defoult of payment
nindar an nstalment order.

) The amendment was lost without a divi-
sion,

Mr W. M. Kerruish: I don't want to
press it 1f anyore wants to move 17s 6d,

There is no amendment

he had

My J. D. Clucas: 1 didn’t move an
amendment. 1 was only sugpgesting an
amendment.

Dr. Marshall: I move that it be 17s 6d.
I think it is reasonable and will meet all
purposes. )

Mr A. Qualtrough seeconded.

Mr J. D. Clucas: With regard to what
fell from the hon. member for South Dou-
glag, I am ineclined to agree that his view
is right. Tt might occasion considerable

surprise that we bappen to agree. It was
a questien simply of arresting wages. You

tave to have your instalment order made
Lefore you can arrest the wages, so that
tf the man whose wage is a pound a week
or under does not choose to pay, he is im-
priseued, only you cannot scize his wages.
1 was rather inclined to think at first that
it wmight -prevent a man getting
any credit at all. Considering the matter
apain, and in view of what the hon. mem-
ber said, 1 am convinced that the clause is
right. (Hear, hear.) So far as the 17s
6l and the £1 a week is concerned, there
is not much difference one way or another.
As regards the Bill, that is the one part
that 1 welcome, and T think it should be
put in force. I will vote for the clause
as it stands.
The amendment was lost. .

Clause 12, making provision for costs,
was carried without discussion.

Clause 13, dealing with the coroner’s
fees,

Agreed.

Clause 14 provides for service of notices.

Agreed.

Clause 15 deals with the form -of ap-
plication.

Mr Ciuveas: Is not elause 15 already dealt
with in clause 47 i .

Mr W. M. Kerruish: - The hon. member
has not noticed that there are other ap-
plizations besides applications for instal-
ment orders. 1t s w save drawing o peti-
tion that application is to be by summons.

Agresd, :

Clansz 16, specifying the date of promul-
gation, was agreed to without a division.

Schedule. ’

Ay W, M. Rerruish: It would be as
weil to sead them, to show the romplica-
tions of the mazhinery at preseat -

The Bankruptey Procedure Ack, 1892,
sectinn 17, and the Bankruptey Code, 1892,
section 77, were read.

Courts Amended Procedurs Bill,
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The Bill was read a second time.

INCEST BILL.

The Punishment of Incest Bill was next
cousidered.

Dr. Marshall: This is a Bill that need
net take much time. It is a very short
Buy tor o simple purpose. It is intended

. to punish those depraved people—if there
are such—uuilty of having carnal know-
ledge with their own immediate blood re-
latives, as, for instauce, a man having

illieit dealings with his grandmaother,
mother, sister, or daughter. One can

hardly imagine such a thing, but siill cases
of the kind have occurred. In the case of
a woman the penalty is imposed if she hus
carne} knowledge with her grandfather, hor
father, her brother, or hker son. One
need not use many words in advocating
this Bill, because one can imagine that if
such proceedings as these took place in
any home—well, the word “home’’ does
not apply to such a place. Such a thing
us sanebity could not exist with such con-
duct as defined in this Bill. The words
“morality,’” “‘decency,” would not jhave
any meaning to persons puilty of such
offences as this Bill touches. Then wo have
to remember not only is it undesirable such
conduct should be allowed without being
punished. Cases have ovcurred in the Isle
of Man unfortunately, and the legal pro-
fession has been in this position when the
full circumstances have become known, no
punishment could be cffecled. We have to
remember also that any result of such
itlicit conduet as this would mean that if
children were born, they would of course
be illegitimate, becnuse uo man ean marry
his grandmother, his mother, his sister, or
his daughter. Neither can any woman
marry her grandfather, her father, her
brother, or her son. Then by a wise faw of
nature, which forbids too close in-brecding,
either in cattle or human beings—but more
particularly in human beings—such pro-
geny would almost certainly be unfitted,
both mentally and perhaps bedily, for the
fulfilment of what is necessary to a sane
person. We do not want to encourage any-
thing that will breed o race of degenerates,
and conduct such as is indicated by this
Bill ean lead to nothing else but the pro-
pagation of degenerates, either mentally
or hodily, ar both, With thess few intro-
ductory remarks, I move the second read-
ing of the Bill.

Mr J. D. Clucas seconded.

The elauses were agreed to without dis-
cussion.

PROBATION OF OFFENDERS BILL.
The House next took up the second read-
ing of the Probation of Uffenders Bill.

My Goldsmith: This is a Bill which has
come down from the other House. It has
been prepared by the order of the Licut.-
Governor, representations having been
made of the need for such legislation. The
object of the Bill is to ecmpower Courts to
permit the conditional releasc of offenders
In certain cases, to vary the conditions of
rolease, and {0 deal with cases where the
offenders fail to observe the conditions of
release. The Lieut.-Governor is empowererd
w appoint a probation officer or officers for
easch High-Bailiff’s district, and provision
is made as to ithe payment aud duties of
sucly officers. The Bill is an attempt to
dcal with the crime at the sowrce. You
beyin with those who are taken euwrly, un-
fo rtunately, 1u this kind of evil course, and
deal with them not harshly, not by impris-
oning them, but by placing them in charge
of swtable guardians.  The authority is
movided here, so that cach magistrate
should' have some person to supervise and
ovelste bhese young people, and it is quite
1easonable to believe that such supervision
wonk! be t¢ their good. Instead of treat-
gz ithese young offenders as hardened crim-
iuuls, mixing them up with the criminal
cizss, an altugether different idea is pro-
poset.  To me the object of the Bill is com-
nicudable, and one which is worthy of the
auppori of this House. I have na know-
ledge myself of this matter, more than that
I kave lad several conversations with a
gentieman in Donglas—Mr Eenyon-—who
acts in ihis capacity at present. He tells
me the advantages of such an arrange-
ment arn very great indeed. He has
found many cases where it has been to the
advautage of the partics concerned and the
community. I have very great pleaswre in
moving the second reading of the Bill.

Capt. W, H., Kitto seconded.

Clause 4 confers power on the Court to
make probation orders and conditions and
recognizances.

Mr Goldsmith: I move that. It gives
the Court considerable power. No doubt
the Court would exercise it Judiciously, It
wilt all be for {he benefit of the criininal,
and for the benefit of the communtiy.

Mr J. R. Kerruish seconded the motion,
and it was agreed to.

Clause 5 relates to the appointment of
probation officers.

Mr Goldsmith: I move the clause. It

Incest Bill.—Probation of Offenders Bill.
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provides for the appointment of probation
officers aud for their remuneration, hut
the remuneration s subject to the ap-
proval of the Tynwald Court, so that in
no case will expeuse be incurred without
the knowledge and approval of the Court.

Mr W. Christian seconded.

Mr Crennell: 1 do not know that tho
Hounse should accept this.  Some ol us
have not had $ime to go very carefully into
the matter. I am swruck with the fact
that it will mean new officers and salaries.
I do not see why the volice staff that we
possess at present cannot perform al the
duties vequired under this Act. At this
moment 1 am not prepared 0 move an
amendiment or vete against, but I am
strangly of opinion that this clanse should
be left over for a tiwe, so that we may
lock at the matter more carefully. Some
of us did not expect that this Bill wuuld
come on today, and would like to give 1%
maore consideration. 1 mwove that the fur-
ther consideration of this Bill be held aver.
1 do view with considerable alarm the
maltiplication of fresh officials.  (Hear,
hear.) .

Mr Curphey scconded.

Ay R, 8. Cerleit: 1 beg to support the

lien. member lor Wamsey. T quite agree
w.th wihat he says.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: T feel bound 1o
suppart the hon. member for Rameey.
Perhaps it is my own [ault, bt some of us
who try to take 2n interest in the matiers
that enme bifme us, if we have to prepare
for all thav aprems on the agenda, jhave
not the time te do it, 1 have been pre-
pared for twe er thice of the Rils, but |
am nol fully preparved for this en:. 1 did
give snme consideration to this ailjzet and
Iad drawn up anmendments wi.. . 2lerence
1o expenditure, hut 1 had not go.¢ ihrough
the wholz Bitl. 1 none of us have goue
cavefully into it, 1 think we cught to post-
pane 3i. 1f any ether members have done
it. I am prepared to go en, hut I am not
prepared to take the responsibility, and 1
do not want the Hoeuse to think I am tak-
ing the responsibility.

Mr Goldsmith: The manifest sense of the
Uaouse is in favour of delay, but T regret
that. Wlhat is the use of going on with
the Bill at all wulcss yvon arc prepared to
fave some cxpenditure? It should not te
the costly expenditure that some members
seem to think. The House seems to think
that it would require the whole time of the
officials, but there are people in the towns
who have leisure and wle would do all this
business for very smal remumneration. 1%

would not be a costly business at all, but
if the House is in favour of au adjournment
of the Bill, it inust be adjourned.

Mr W. M, Kerruish: I would suggest
that we appeint a deputation to inquire
what is the probable or intended expendi-
ture on this Bill. T would mave that as
part of our resolution for adjournnent. We
do not kitwow really what expenditure this
matter is going to entail, and wo want to
know what the expenditure is before we
consider the Bill. L

The Speaker said he would ask the de-
putation which had been already appointed
to interview his Ixcellency to see about
this matter at the same time.

The further consideration was adjourned.

GAMING AND BETTING.

Mr J. D. Clueas: 1 beg to move the
second reading of this Bill. It is only a
shart Bill.

Mr W, M. Kerruisk: May T eall atten-
tion to the lachk that there is no memor-
andum to this Bill?

AMr J. D. Clueas: The only answer I can
wive the han member is that the Bill is so
short that if we were to have a memoran-
durm it would be lunger than the B3ill itself,
and 1 suppose the idea was to save a Tittle
paper. | am not dealing with peeple =0
ohtuse as the hon. member. 1 see 1o nec-
essity to spenk ot any length on this mat-
tar. 1 think in a recent case the Gaming
and Betting Act of 1907 was notl far-reach-
ing enonzh to arrest persons who wers
found frequenting a hetting louse,  ‘Ihe
authorities have considered (& nevessary.
and quite agree that an amendwment on
the lines of the only clanse in this Bill
slould he pussed. 1 beg tu move the
serontl reading.

Mr W, M. Kerruish: 1 second it.

Col. Moore: Bees that prohibit gaming
aid betting honses aitogether® A pood
deal of betting is done in Bugland by peaple
without going to a racerowrse.

Mr J. D. Clueas: That is all provided
for in the Act of 1907. This bas nothiar

1o do with keeping a betting house at all.

This is only dealing with people who are
found there.

The motion was carried, and the Bilt was
read o spcond time. L3

MEDICAT: OFFICER OF BEALTH. AND
PROBATION OIF OFTENDIERS,
The House adjeurned to ouarier
three. {On resuming,
The Speaker aid: T Lelieve the depnta-

o
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tion has had an opportunity of meeting
his Excellency during the adjournment, T
will ask the leader of the deputaiion 1¢
report the result of their conference. Who
did the talking?

Mr W. M. Kerruish: I think tho hon.
member for Rushen.

(Mr J. D. Clucas was absent.)

Mr Cormode: I think the hon. member
for South Douglas is quite competent to

act,

Mr W. M. Kerruish: His Excellency re-
ceived us, and the interview was short.
With referance to the Medical Officer of
Health Bill, his Excellency said that he
proposed to issue an order under the Cattle
Discases Acts, 1865-1902, dealing with
pleuro-pieumonia  glanders—of which one
case has been reported to him—authrax,
and one or two other diseases, but not
dealing with tuberculosis; he had that
under consideration, but would not deal
with that until the Medical Officer «f
Health Bill had been dealt with by this
House—either passed or rejected. I think
he explained also that if he did deal with
tuberculosis, it would orly ba with tuber-
culosis of the udder.  With reference io
the other subject of the deputation—ihat
is, the probable cost to be incurred under
the Probhation of Offenders Bill, his Excel-
lency's idea was, without making a definite
estimate, that the cost would not exceed
£100 per annum,

Mr Curphey: Did you suggest to him the
desirability of the police daing this work?

Mr W. M. Kerrnish: That was raised
during  the diseussion. His Excellency
said that the police were so [ully occupie!
during the summer that he could not sce
his way to add any further duties.

TTHE RACBCOURSE BILIL.

The Speaker: Will the House procee
with the Medical Officer of Health B:117

Mr Curphey: Ts not counsel here on this
Racecourse Rill?

The Speaker: Yes, counsel is here.

Mr Curpliey: T think it would he advis-
able to take that while he is here.

Mr W. M. Werrmish: This Medical Officer
of Healtlt Bl is being held over time after
time,

MrtCollister: 1 would like to sce it dn-
cided one way or ather.

Mr Cormode: If we zo on with the Racn-
course Bill, it wili give the khon. meanber
for Middle an opportunity to decide what
course he will take in the meantime.

The Speaker: Very well., The hon. mem-

ber for Middle has tuken charge of th:s
Bill. T would ask him to proceed.

Mr Collister: I move ihe second reading
of the Racecourse Bill. ]

Mr R. Kerruish seconded.

Mr A. Christian presented a petition for
counsel to be heard on behalf of the Isie
of Man Racecourse, Limited —(Agreed.)

Mr Nelson: T appear on behalf of the Isle
of Man Racecourse Company, who are seri-
ously affected by the provisions of this Bill,
and by the amendments that are now intro-
duced hefore this House—so mach o that
wy clieits apprelead that if these amend-
nteats are passed, it will practically mean
the extinetion of the Company 2s a
racecourse, and 1 feel sure that, when the
circumstances of the case are fully placed
hefore the Tlouse, they will hesitate hefore
they pass such drastic amendments, which
1 may say up to the present ave unexamnled
in the Briltish Deminions—restrieling hut-
tingon racecourses, The Fovis muy nat s
fully aware of the pesition of my clients, and
shortly 1 will state it. Prior to 1911, thers
was a tract of land calied Belle Vue, in the
neighbourhood of Douglas—waste land, no
man’s land, a resort of vagranis, a nuiz-
ance and discredit to the town. My clients
thought it enitable far the purposes of o
racecourse ; they formed a company with a
capital of £10,000, purchased the properly,
and  went to great  expensc—over
£5,000, T am instructed,—in improving
the land and laying it aut as an uap-to-
date racevonrse, and bringing it i hur-
mony with the best of such places across
the water. Nat only that. Lut they took
steps bo register themselves under an auth-
arity, which is a recognised autharity in
racing, and contrals all respectable assacia-
tiong of the kind in Englusd—eailed *the
Northern Galleping Assaciation,” and iz a
body whicl takes great care and regard for
those registered under it. Last vear was
the first  yesr  of  the Company's
operations. It was u  bad eenson,
and they were placed in rather awkward
cirewmstances ; but, nevertheless, ¢n panular
and so well patrenised was the undertaking
that the admission amounted to over 30,000
persons.  Naw this Bill propeses 1o lice 'se
rarecomrses.  Now, I like to see w 1a02
myself—I1 believe many membe:s do—nand T
wonkd be sorry they shonld think that the
description given to racecourses in ancther
place was a frue deseription—ihat they o
a resort for all the dusreputable characters
in the country. “hat is a very gress miz-
description of any properly eonducted race-
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course, and a gross misrepregentation of
the racecourse established by-my clients.
1 appeal to the inhabitants of Dou-
glas and of the Island gemerally to bear
me out—that no racecourse in their ex-
perience was better mauaged and conducted
in every possible feature.  Ho far os betting
is concerned, by the law of England and the
Jaw of the lsle of Man, it is not illegal.
You can bet on every racecourse, and you
can do so on this; hut those who are inter-
ested Tecognised to 1he fullest extent thal
it is .a matter uot to be trifled with, and
must be regulated nnd put under proper
control. My clients, with a view to forti-
fring themselves againat these innumerable
aspersions which were nurled against them
by certain persous, took steps to ensure
thal, if betting was allowed, it should be re-
stricted and conirolled under the best con-
ditions.,  They zllowed no  bookmakers
ou their ground unless they were
members of the Bookmakers' Association,
which is a world-wide association, and no
disrepulable character 1s allowed in it; no
ran 1s allowed to be a member of it unless
he is capable of earrying out his engage-
ments. Not onty that, but my clients pre-
vented them from bringing on to the course
such paraphernalia as are objected to on
English racecourses. They were registered
and made to pay a fee, and were under the
ahgolute control of the Racesourse Com-
mittee. The consequence was, as far as |
know, and as far as my clients know, there
was not a single complaint of any substan-
tial character against the conduct and
management of that racecourse. My
clients even went further. They were not
bound to do it, but they recounised that
they were on their trial, and that reaing
must be properly conducted L »+, and they
took steps at groat expense to ¢btain police
assistance both from the Island and from
across the water, to regulabe and coniral
affairs in every possible wuy, with the re-
sult that when ithe races were over, Coi.
Mndoe, who is in charge of the lunsular
Police. wrote to my clients a tetter, which
T produce. Now, seeing he was fuily satis-
fied that nnthing was objecticnable

Mr W. M. Kerruish (interrupting): Wil
you read the letter?

Mr Nelson: The first part has reference
to a different motier, but he winds up—-*‘1
wish to place on record my intense appre-
ciat’on of the assistance given to the police
by Mr Fisher’’—that is the managing dir-
ector of the Company—"in maintaining
order, and to congratulate the Racecourse
Company generally on the very excellent

arrangements. I trust our co-operation
may result the same on every occasion.””
That is an unasked-for testimonial, and a
very fair and creditable one to my clients.
After that, I should think the last wonld
be heard of anything to the effect that it
was not properly conducted. That being
s0, you would have thought that the Com-
pany would have been allowed t0 remain
in peace, but it was not to he. I may say
this—that their expenditure here is very
considerable.  The resuit of last year’s
working, up 1o the present, is a loss, and
there is a large expendiiure yet to be
undertaken.  Many hundreds of pounds
wiil be required to drain the property, and
altogether the financiali hurden will be a
very serious one, and if anvthing untoward
should occur by which the enterprise is
stopped or hindered, the Company may he
wound up in liquidation, and my clients
may lose cvery farihing of themr outlay,
The chief amendment to which I direct my
remarks at present is the one repealing
sub-section § of scction 16 of the Betting
and Gaming Act- 1907, which exeepts race-
courses. The sub-section is in these words:
“ Nothing contained i this section shail
“apply to any ground used for the purpose
“of a raceconrse for wacing for horses, or
** addjacent theretn, on the days on which
“such racing takes place.’””  Now, that
Act followed the Act of 1906 in England,
Gth Edward VII., which was called the
Streets Betting Act. As I said before,
hetting i35 not illexal in Eugland., The
only restriction is this—tliat bhets are void
and cannot be sued upon in & court of Taw.
But there is nothing to prevent men helting
with each other aun o racerourse. When
that Aet wng browght in in Englaad, a
number of sa-called reformers attempted
the very sane thing as this amondment
now hefare the House, It will be fu the
memory of pentlemen in this House—r"o
debntas which ovewrred in Parlinment, [
vementher themn well. Thére was a strong
effert made by gentlemen who thought th
were doing something for the good af
their country and the henefit of mankind
wenerally, to try and put a stop to betting,
A wmore futile, shovt-sirhted policy contld
never be coneeived.  You cannot put a
stop to betiing. Betting is ingrained i=
the English race, no matter where th.v
are, aml when the Act was hefore Parii:.
ment, the conclusion of the majority ju
hoth Honses was Lhat it should not
apnly to racecourses, nnd that s the law
ir England at the present tiwe, Yo qun
het on the course. 1t i true that undr
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the Gaming and DBetiing Acts there ars re-
strictions—as to a bookmaker standing on
a box or under au umbrella or anythiny «f
that kind—but there is nething to preven’
a man betting on the open course, JIv is
alse trne—as all reasonable meu must
confess—that o large amount of evil was

caused——pariicularly  to  the  growing
generation—by  the wild and  reckless
gambling  formerly permitted all over
the country. Little  hetting hLouses

were found in poor localities, and betting
was indulged in hy ail classes of people;
the poor man's sixpence was tempted the
same as the rich man’s hundred pounds.
The consequence was that betting, mstead
nf bheing a coucomitant and attendant
upon a healthy oui-door sport, where men
strive like Englishmen to out-rival each
other as to who has the best horse, or who
is the best rider, it degenerated into a
sordid money-making business, to the loss
and ruin of many, peor and rich. It was
recognised by the Lepislature that wmust bo
put a stop to, and it has been put a stop
to effectually. The touts that lnoded the
country with 'racing literatnee have been
stopped, and denounced by all parties.
There was, however, a consensus of opinjun
on all sides of the Legislature not to intor-
fere with betbing on racecourses. That is
all we ask for here. That English Act
was followed up by our own Gaming and
Betiine  Act  of 1907, which i re-
ferred to here. T do not know whether
the same arguwent was nsed here or what
wag said on the subject, buv as a matter of
fact this House specially recognised that
exception, and the Tevishature introduced
that very clause into the Manx Till,
and ib stands as Inw at the preseut time.
Now, gentlemen, what has occurred, o
why, in the name of reassn, is it ta be
repealed? Is it that yeu think you are
woing to regenerate the lhimman vaee by

trving te stop betéing®  As a noled
Americann onee » said.  “ Don’t  prophesy

uniess yan lnow.” but T venture to sy
that very much water wiil flow under the
bridge belnre betting is stopped in Kng-
land. It is o matter of common know-
ledge that, throughout the British Emnpire,
o which we are 1uld the sun. never sets,
therve is not a single colony of Englishimes
where you won't funl n cricket pitch and
a. racecourse and betting, and in connec-
tionrwith the great classic races in Tne-
land, xyou will find that the winners and
the hetting are telegraphed all over the
workl, and is a matter of urofound in.
terest to many thousands of Iinplishmen,

VThe Rnce;:oursc w}'37171.

They tried to stop it in America—some of
the gentlemen who would put trousers on
the piano legs. What did they accomplish?
They destroyed racing in America 1o their
own bitter regret, und drove sporting
menr  and  their money into England,
where they are now, but without doing the
slightest pocd o America. If you restrict
hetbing, and pass this clause, what is the
effect 1n the Tsle of Man?® The Tsle of
Mam. of course, is rot like England. Tt
is not possible, in & reasonable way of
looking at it, that there ¢can be more than
one racecourse in the place; there is no
raom for it. T am justructed to say—and
I have no reason to doubt that my nstruc-
tions are correcl—that 1f you jwss this
amendmuent, the effert of it will be thal the
men who mn horses will not gend them
where hetting is prahibitedl.  They will say.
"Wha is geing to stand by and see a horse
raniing ad not bet?”’ aud the effect,
so far as we are concerned, is that
we may as well wind up ovr offrs
as sopoll a8 possible. for 6 is  impos-
gsible to ask the ©nublic to a  reee-
conrse in the Isle of Man or anywhere else
unless vou allow them to bet. It may ba
snid vou are asked to legnlise betting,
Bat what have you done? You have
that under the 1¥7 Act that bet-
ting and wagering shall not take place,
that men shall not be allowed to make a
trade or business of it, but you specially
cxenpted a racezovrse. Then why uow jn-
clude a racecourse? T have shown that as
far 28 management is concerned, there is
nothing to be said against our Compauy.
While we have the strongest opinion _thas
this Bill is wholiv mnecessary from any
point of view, aud hrs no practieal effect
whatever, we alsa say that anythirg in
the direction of gocd managemeut of tha

conrse  we  do  net  object  to—sabject
to some ohservations T may have to

make on the way it is carried out, 1
venture to point eut that the erdinary law
is quite sullictent for the purpose at the
present time.  Why, then, mo out of the
wav to make a man take out a licence for
doing  a thitg which s proper and
wobjectinnabie ®  There s nothing  in
the interests of the conntry that we have
heard of that would necessitate it and L
submit, if von deal with the Bil as a whole,
that is the view that ought to be taken—
it is not nezessary at all. The ohject of
these amendments.  awd - their  legat
offcct, o to ziimp out oo Coxoin the cour
try. To =ay that 3 n false apprchenswon
is altorether heside the wmark., My clivots
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are not here to spend their money in legal
costs, and they are not taking the trouhle
t0 contest this amendment if they thought
it was not. going to hurl thewmn, but they in-
strnct me to inform the House that wiil
he 1he effect of it. [ should like to say
something on  the objestion that the
Tacecourse is an evil in itself by bringing
people to the Tsland of an objectionable
charncter. ‘That is a matter for the police,
and Is easily dealt with., This is
first cxperience we have had in the Isle of
Man for many years. 1 suppose soma
members of the House will remember when
there was a racecourse at the Strang,
which eame to an untimely end for finan-
clal reasons. 1t is true there were a greal
many ohjectionable charaeters there, buy
1that was at a time when in England ttsell
the vconduct of racing and beting
gererally was very different to what it is
new.  The state of things which existed
then, both In Englaud and here, wonld not
be tolernted for 2 moment at the present
time. The Street Betting Act of 1906 was
passed, and the thing wos tuken up with a
strong hand all over the country, with the
determination to make racimgz whad it
onght to he. Many membhers of this House
may not be familizr with racevourses, and
have but little coneeption of the hold which
racing and betting have taken of the Bug-
lish propla. Who eould fail to appreeiate
the pleasure and delight of going to the
Derby and hearing the mighty roar of thou-
sands when the favourite has pagsed the
post, and seen hundreds of thousands from
all parts of the country, all parts of the

world, enjoying it? That is letting
and racing. Are you goiug to put
that down? Can you put it down?
It is so ubsolutely ingrained in  the

puhlic, as 1 say; it is svch a popular
and national sport that I submit this House
will hesitate belove passing an amend-
ment so radical as this, 1t was said in an-
other place that some members would like to
gen hetting restricted to rucecourses alone,
hut there wasg no attempt to introduce this
clavse, and I venture to think, upon con-
sideration, looking at tke thing fainty all
round, you will see it is better to let things
stand as they were than do an injury to a
real, substantial enterprise, and 2 healthy
nalional sport. We, in the Isle of
Man, are not overdone with enter-
prises or the means of promoting employ.
mant for the public. 1 mercly point out,
by the way, that the sponding of maoney
by these people has Lrought wages and em-
ployment into many a poor house in tha
place, and will continue 0 do so n the
future. What are they doing in other

the

places? At Choster, Doncaster, Yarmouth,
and Mussclburgh, the races are all, more
or less, directly controlled by the County
Councils, and 1in York by the Corporation
of the City. In many of these cases, such
as Chester, large revenues are paid to the
cities out of the proveeds of racing, 1
believe that by means of the York races
and the 8t. Leger at Doncaster, those cities
are relieved te o very Jlarge extent
of their rates by the profits of
tho racecourses. The races are welcomed
and looked forward to as a means of bene-
fit and profit to the population. Why
should they not be here?  What i3 the
differénce, except that ome is in England
and the other is in the Isle of Man? I
am told that at Musselburgh the book-
makers are directly under the control of
the Corporation of the town, that they are
licensed and have to pay for admission and
their stands, amd, generrlly speaking, are
inder  strist  control.  All these are
circumstances to show that public anthori-
ties of mo small weight, the Corporations
of some of the largest cities in England,
directly recognise racing, and encourage it.
That is the substance of what T huve to
point out. With regird to the main
amendment, the effact, of course, ag T said,
is ahsolutely to prohibit hetting. 1 may
draw attenlion to section 11, and the words
ta he added. 1f we are tn be exceuted, I do
not know that it will make very much diff-
crence to us, hat T venture to point cud
that the addition to be made to seetion 11
is really only cmphagsising the clanse. Sec-
tion 11 says : “Fvery horse race taking place
*in contravention of the provistons of this
‘ Act shall be deemed a nuisance.’” That
s the English Iaw; and it is taken practi-
callv. from the linglish Statute. The
clause proposed here is '"That no licenco
oranted in pursuance of this Aet shall be
deemed to protect the holder thercof or
any other person against the existing rights
and remedies of any person in case
of n nuisance at commoen law.”” Well, as T
said before, it docs not matter, if you cut
off our heads, whether this clonse is passed
or not, but it is analmost useless addition,
becanse the clavse is sufficiently strong
without it. Then in section 5, atter tho
words ‘five pounds,” it is proposed to insert
the words “‘per centum of the anuual rate-
able value of the licensed premises.’’ Just
consider for a moment the unfairness of
that. 1t is an attempt to squeeze the
hload out of these people now working at a
tags, and may never gel a profit Trom a busi-
ness which is preductive of a very substan-
tial amount of good to the country. Why
not encourage them?  Those gentlemen
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who are familiar with countries beyond the | thing ahout it, and have some experience
Isie of Man will bear me out that the | as to what takes place on the other side of
pulicy then is to ¢ncourage the new comer | the water. You are giving these gent]e—
if he comes with capital, and :un proper | meon power to make westrictions. You do
enterprise which is within the law of the | not say what or how far these restrictions
country, to encourage him, and give him are to apply, in fact, there is no linit to
a chance. Many governments remit rates  them. They can make any sort of restric-
and taxes for years and present sites for tion., Then there is ancther point. There
nothing. In many cases you hear of trad- | may be ssme of them who have the sayme
ing companies going to cities of Canada, | cpiminns eome of cur lorefathers had,
and tho localities welcoming them, present- | who considered games and amusements
ing them with sites, and freeing them from | .thines of the devil. I remember a most ex-
rates and taxes for many years. Why? cellent and worthy clerpyman saying “thet
Becavse they are creating employment in [ vestibule of hell—the ballroom.” 1 hape
the district, opening the country, bringing | I am rot making use of unparliamentary
money mto it, doing it gond.  And yet | language, but I am only quoting the saying
you penalise such enterprise here by saying., | of a very worthy man of his day. Thoo2
“ RBefore vou have got your feet under | is a clags of people who think thai no sort
vou, we will pnt a crushing rate on vou; | of amusement cught to be allowed, but that
and if your property incresses in value by | day Dhas passed, and people now take a dif-
indugtry and eare, the henefit that aceroes \ férent view. But we may have some of
from it shall pay aecrerdingly!”  Has that 1 that ¢lass of man on the Livensing Bench
principle been ansliel to other places of | who take that extreme view of the
amusement—to Derby Costle, The Pulace, | subject.  Then the Bill provides that
arndd those plires? T think T am vight in anplications  for licences must he ap-
saying it has not; nor do T think it would | Plied for in the same manner as for a public
he fair to try that clanse vpon them. ; house licence under the Licensing Act.

Some peaple may say this is a fat goose, | Lhat should be alteved, as you may have
we will have sane of it: lmt you will find | spme people who hold that a licence s not
a gond deal of opposition, and 1 appeal to | reauived  for any neighbourhood, and
vou ol the unfairness of it. aad [ say vou | Placing all sorts of obstailes in the way
onght not to penalise a resso 1ahle business of people applying for a Licence. Tt is not
i which men have shown {heir houa fides right that we should have to submit :o
by putting mouey in it. I may add t'h'"l L do respectfully submit that, if
that in the sumuner months, other than | racecourses have to be licensed, that the
the times when races take prlace Belle Vue | Hroper authority to deal with them is the
is throwi open free of chirge for the bepe. | Town Counsil, 23 in England, or tle Local
fit of the town and the visitors. That, in | Government Board 1| sicpe shag § have
itself, is no [iitle matter. If it is not a | nobt detained the House to0 long in pgoing
pleasurs to prople to walk about there, and | 0vel poiuts which my Chf'"ts think neces-
an edditional atbtraction for visitors. 1 do | 'a:lr\ should be laid before the House, but
not kuow what iz, The next paint [ ven- T do most sincer. ely urge that, if this ]31I|

ture to call attention n s this. Assnming | With the amendments, is prssed, my elients
we are to he regulated and licersed—ihe will be togislated out of existence. We think

manner in which it is to be done. 1y Ing- | that licences are quite unnecessary, hut if
land, when the 1908 Act, licensing rvace- | ¥0u <o not sce fit to adopt that vizw, my
courses, wis passed, the nower had been clients urge that vou reject the -1“‘(””?!11"11*
tn. the hands of the Quurter Sessinns,  But Mr W. M. Rerruish: Tt would he just

the Local Government Toard or the County | as well at this stage to clear up any mis-
Connieil were covsidered to he more in toneh | npprehension that may have arisen. This
with the puhliz, and of more exrerteuse of | is not a plaze where we are beund to con-
the world, and maore used 40 deal with [ fess, and whother we have had any ex-
the public than members of the Licensing | perience of racecourses may or may not be
Bench. 1 must tespectfully submit that, | a fact. No one has any tight to ask us
as the machinery for workinn this Aet, it is | to confess where we have been and what
not desirable”  that  the  Lirensing | we have dona. We have been told that
Bench shauwld  have the  contrsal; men are not  competent to sit on  the
indeed T thinlk it  highiy  wndesir- | licensing bench under this Bill except thev
able. Probably nobody knows less abont | have had experience of a racecourse, If
Tacing j‘.han these pentlemen. The body | we follow that out, we will bave to say
placed in authority ought to know some- ; that all the members of the banch will have

1
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to be jockeys—for who knows more about
racing than they doP—we will have to say
that no one but publicans should sit on the
licensing hench [or public-houses; or that
the Conncil of Education should be tea-
chers; or the Asylums Board Innatics,
That is the proposition that has been put
hefors the House to-day. I don't know
that the owners of the racecourse would
be in any hettor position if brought hefore
the Local Governmeut Board; they might
be ar they might not. 1t is not for me to
say what view the licensing autherity
should take, as in all probability 1 witl
have to deaj with that in another posttion,
hut if the Legislature pass a Bill author-
ising the. Licensing Court to grant licences
to racecourses, then the Licensing Court
will have to use judicial discretion, and
take it as settled that on reasonable and
proper grounds licences will he granted to
racocourses.  We have had the usual plan
of sctfing up a bogey to knock it down.
The whole argument that has been used be-
fore ie that this Bill is to stop bebting, but
there is no suggestion that hetting is to be
stopped. Detling is legal in the Isle of
Man, and there is nothing to stop the hon.
and galiant Golonel in putting a shilling c»
with the Caplain opposite. Ha is guite at
liberty to do so.

Col. Moore: Pub your own shilling on.

Mr J. D, Clucas: Ought au hon. member
1o refer to a member as an individual?

Mr W. M. Kerruish: I did not; and T
am sorry if my joke is not appreciated.

Col. Moore: I de not appreciate jokes
of that kind.
Mr W. M. EKerruish: T am the last

person in the House to hurt anyone’s
feelings, and I withdraw what T said en-
tirely and comptetely. There is nothing in
the law at present to prevent any person
making a bet with a friend. The Act of
1907 makes it illegal for any person fre-
quenting or loitering or keeping a house or
other place for the purpose of makiug or
receiving bets. That denls with the pro-
fessional “‘bookey.””  That makes profes:
siona} betting illogal except in one instance,
and that instance is onc—a racecourse,
That is the state of the law at present.
What induced us to make that exception?
Simply this. 1 take it that we passed the
Act of 1907 because there were at that time
no racecourses in the Tsle of Man, and: the
RBill as it came 10 us wus simply a copy of
the English Act. Now, in England the
circumstances are quite different. When
that Act was passed there were no race-

courses in the Isle of Man, and this was.
the law in England, and we adopted ib.
What are these races that we had last
summer?  They are o.:ducted under the
Norvthern Galloping Awsociation.  These
are the class of races we have heard so much
about, and which have been compared to
those at Bpsom, or Doncaster, or Mussel-
borough. These races are run under pro-
per rules and regulations, and under the
authority and approval of the Jockey Club.
Why is not this racecourse we have here
under Jockey Club rules? Because the
course would never be approved by the
Jockey Club, and they could not get a
licence. 1t is not & course that they eould
approve of. It is not a raceconrse on which
jockeys would bo permitted to ride under
Jockey Club rules, and it is absurd to com-
pare it with Derby, Chester, or Doncastor.
Men in this House know the circumstances
of the horses, jockeys, and officials, What
are they? Tt has been admitted here time
after time that thess races last year were
deliberately planned dishonestly., I do not
think it is denied that they are not de-
sirable, aix]l last season they were deliber-
ately dishonest. I have been told of ome
man who lost £70 in one day and £30 ano-
ther day at this racecourse in Deouglas.
What is the effect of having a place like
this in Douglas? What is the effect of
altowing such things to take place® It
is said that Douglas receives the benefit of
these races, but I beg to call the attention
of the House to the fact that the amend-
ments are being proposed by the members
for Douglas. We have heard what has
been said about the advantage to Douglas
of having this racecourse here; but we be-
lieve, and we stake our positions now as
memboers for Douglas in the intereste of the
people of Douglas, that this racecourse is
doing indescribable harm. We don’t want
their paltry money spent bere.  'What does
it amount w0? Money spens on draining
the land, or men taking tickets at the door;
and for that we are asked to ruin the repu-
tation and character of Douglas. Tt con
add nothing to the reputation of the Isle
of Man in the eyes of visitors to know that
these races are run here. You have only
to go on the pler and see the bhoat coming
in on the day of the races to see the char-
acter of the people that come to these races
to know whether they add to the reputa-
tion of the Isle of Man. The whole case
wae miven away in  half-a-dozen words
uttered by counsel for the Racecourse Com-
pany. He said that if these amendmenta

The Raceccurse Bill.



216

HOUSE OF KEXS, FEBRUARY 18, 1913.

were carried they might as well shut up
shop. 1 think that shows that they do not
wish the raceconrse for racing, but simply
for a betting place. That 1s what is in
iheir minds. It is not for the developnent
of horses ol a particular class,  You kiuow
the wmokes that come over. Their ohject
s uob to promote rucing, but 1o make a
success of the betting. They dv not pro-
mote these races for the suke of the race,
but they promote them for the salke of
botbing.  We have heie Lhis class of race
compared with the roar of the crowds who
waieh the Derby. 1s it not absurd to com-
pare what takes place here with things o
that kind? 1 think, Mr Speaker; that the
House will have no deubi about this gues-
tion. Counsel admils that it is run for
tiie betting, aud he gives the whole thing
away. Wil you allow me just to say a few
woids as to Row this matter alfects the
youny people of Douglns and the Isle of
t «.. . want to say anything that
has the Jeast suggestion of cant about it.
1 have rewd whag the Lord Bishop said
last Snaday, and I lotaliy and entirely ap-
prove ol what he said on that occasion,
We do 1ot want to pace this temptation
inthe way of the young poople of the Lsland
for the tew paitry pounds tnab these racing
men spend amengst ns. Uhen, Mr Speaker,
there is the general question of the police
and the racecourse. I do nob know what
else is in the letter From Col. Madoe, but il

M,

does not bear ihe coustruction which
learned counzel put wpon it Learned

counsel sald that the lettze said that there
was 10 cavse whatever for eompiaint, That
is not important, sir. This is a Bill pro-
mobed by the Exesntive Government of the
Isle of Mun. 1 tuke it that the authori-
ties were cunsulted bofore the Bill was in-
troduced, und they decided that a licence
was reguired befere racing should be per-
mitted m the Isle of Man. Whatever clse
the House decides, it ecitainly will decide
that racecourses ave to be licensed.

The House thon proveeded 1o consider
the Bill clause by clause,

Cinuse 3 provides thst every racecourse
must be licensed.

e R, H. Coilister: 1 move that clause
3 stand wart of the Bili

Mr Ga'dsniih: 1 second thas.

Capt. Moughuiu: L have listened with
something appreaching amazement to the
bitter speech on the racecourse we had lagt
summer, espeinlly as this is the firs 1ine
ihat we have had a properly organised race-
couree and zazes in ihe Isle of Man. What

TJIL‘ léalc-ct'01lz~so Bill.

will be the effect of this clause if we pass
it? It wil mean that no one can hold a
race on the shove without having first ob-
tained a licence from the licensing bencu.
You permit the roacls of the lgland to be
nsged for motor races, but when it Is pro-
posed Lo hokl o horse race ou a proper race-
course you say that caunot bo done with-
out a licence. Unless in a place specially
licensed it shall not be lawful that =iy
horse race shall be held or take place on
any pretexil whatever. If two farmers fall
it aé the Awricultural Show, or have an
arghment amongst themseives as to which
horse is the best, they are not allowed to
race their horses at ifie Agricultural Show
without a licenre. If the Agricaltural
Show offers a cun for the best jummper on
the ground, they are not to he allowed to
have a competition without a g ecial licence
for vacing. Ias that condition of things
cver existed in the lsle of Man? That s
the construction of clause 3. 1 do not gee
what it is wanted for. 1 cunnot see what
the Bl is wanted for. To put a clause
like this which simply prohibits anybody
from having a match of any sorf is an ex-
traorgdivary thing., I think the agricul-
tural eommunity should welcome the fnck
that the racecowse is allowed to he there
for them to practise over. 1t is a bheon 1o
the pubiic. 1t is & nize pmk for the cnd
of Douglas that we represent, Hundreds
ef visitors szond the afterrosee there, and
sit out to enjoy the sun among the greea
stuff. Everybody does nel want to go to
Donglas Head or the Playing Flelds or to
pay twopence to geb into Villa Marina. It
is not the same as where we have neaple
coming to the Island—muanufacivrers of
motors whe tike posscszion of the high-
100ds of the lsland to the detrituent of the
hundieds of peopie who come here to enjoy
themselves, It is the visitors who upecu-
Inte money al this razecourse, They take
their risks with the rest of us, and we e
roing to put restrictions on them so that
there will be nothing in the shape ol horse
raeing i the fuiure. Thoe learncd counged
veferred to ‘the racecowrse at Ilelle Vue,
where, we ave told, the scum of the earth
collect. I have never been in a plice
where racinz wuos ust allowed. T have
stoad beside Tord Toch and others at big
racerourscs across the waler, and 1 have

never saefl ahy acum shout them. It is
an astouishing  thing that some poople

chould he abic tn see soum wherever thev
oo, and to attribute scum where there is
1o szum.  IFvesybody who pees ta a race-
course daes not go 1o bet. They go to on-




HOUSE OF KEYS,

FEBRUARY 18, 1613 27

joy the vaces, and the lLoises themseives
enjoy the razes. I take as much enjoy-
ment as anybody in a horse race, so loaz
as 15 15 conducted on legiimate Lines.
cannat sec how tae House can agrce vo any-
thing of this sert. At $he last Tynwatd
Uotre we usleded 10 a lot ol talk about the
inju:y o tee lsanl, and tue desseration
of the Sahbath cans:d by motor races.
Hero tnere 18 no deszerauen of the Sab-
hath. Tu other Christiun countries Sund. y
1s the cmef dayv for horse racing; but I have
never heard any proposal for horse racing
kere oo Sunday evening. What mare havm
tocte .5 1 A race than in o game of golf
}cannob uederstand. Ve are gatting very
far asesd. we hiave gob a lowyg way from
mos. abhel parts of the warld, and L hope
the Honze will retusz to pasy this clatse as
hesig unsu.table 1o the House and to the
requrements of tie lshand, and altopether
not wanted. Why should we curtarl ihe
mivileges ol the paopie? We have not got
so many left. 1 nave not yet heard of the
Advertising Board advart.anmg on the end
of the pier “Oaly teetotallers and people
who do not attend hoise races admitted.”
{Laughter.) We hear some taik about the
vlass of people who come here for the races,
but if you can find u tougher lob of men
than we hemid about at the last Tynwald
Comt, they must be a hard lot. I am
sure the mechanics who tome here with the
mators are as bhard a lot as those who eome
here for the horse races.  We have heard
that some people weng to the racecourse
ang lost money. They must lave had the
noitey to lose it, and I thiuk, after all,
that 1s the sort of people we want o come
ie the Island, 1 am opposed to this elause
entirely.

Mr R, S. Corlett: 1 also oppose this
clause. 1t says here you must not have
any race wider any circuistances. 1 have
heen having horse races all my life, more
or tess, and | do not see why 1 should nat
coatinue. I buve mei psople on the road
and had a trotting match. What bharm
have [ done® | have been at the Agricul-
tural Society and [ have trotted hovses
round the ving, and you have been super-
intending opeiations yourself, Mr Speaker,
(Laughter.) Once 1 was pitched out of the
trap, It dida’t do me any harm. T do
net agiee with bads clavse, 1t is a very
strany clause,

Mr W, M. Kerruish:
clouse 2 first.

You should read

Mr R. 8. Corlett: If this is so, we are
not allowed to huve a trobting mateh on the
shore wider any cireumstances.

Mr  Goldsmith:

clause.

My R. 8. Corlett: 1t says:

A horse race within the meaning of this Act
chail mean way rewt §n witich any horee. uwre,
¢ peling waal run. or be made to run, i
cuapetition with a.y otaer hosse, mar, or
Beul.ny, G AZLLINET Ll 19C ANY Praie i what,
watitie OF lipd suever, of for aay bel or wager,
or to be mude. in respect of any such hovée,
mave, or geldieg, or ne riderg thereaf, ard at
win mose thng 2) porsens shalt e present.

1 have had a race whken over 20 persons
were prezent. 1 had a sovercign on ihe
race, teo, and 1 lost it.  (Langhcer.) 1 do
not see why [ shouid nos do it agnin if [

Read  the definition

wish, I thmi it is bemg too straighl-
laced altogether. [ do not see that a

trosting math is any worsa than you see
in many p.ates of entertanment in Dou-
glas. (Hear, hear.)

Col. Mcore:

My Cormode: Just one word in reply to
the hou, membar. As regaids the Agricul-
tura! Society, it would be un engy matter
for them ta get a racing licenve if they
wantg to have irotting waiches. With re-
gard to the hon. member himself, it would
be inconvenient to prevent him having the
bit of sport that he speaks of, but we huve
ot to shicly the couaenience of the people
of the Island as a whole. Nuowing the
kon. member’s moad nature, I think he
would willingiy deny himself a little bit of
pleasure for the sake of stonping what we
think will be a growing evil il legislation
is not passed to deal with it. This is what
has inspire] the Legislature to ‘take the
matter up. T think the hon. member will
not allow this little it of snort to prevent
a well-considered proposal Lke this from
woing through.

Me W. M, Kerruish:

In the singing saloons.

I think it wonld be

_well to correct a wrong impression whieh

soine membars seem io have, that it wounld
be nevessary to take a licence far the Agri-
cultural So_lefy’s matches. This clause is
the sime as the clause in ngland.  They
constantly have those compebitions at agri-

culburai shows, but they are nof races. 1t
is not the winner that gets the prize; it is

the whole thing taken inte account.

Mr J. D. Cluens: Who gets the prize if
rot the winner?

Mr V. M. Kerruish: Tt is not the fastest
horse that pets the prize. As for the time
when the hou. member {ell out of the trap,
it was only good Providence that prevented
himt from bsing killed. {(Laughler.)

s Jo I Claeas: T take it that the defini-
tion elnuse wanld ar races at the Agricul-
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tural SBhows uuder any circumstances. It
would apply to the han. member enjuying
himwself by racing with or without lamps.
{Laughter.)

Mr Radcliffe: I think the promoters of
this Bili would do well to have this particu-
lar clavse amended. There are many hard-

ships. At the same time, I think the better
course would be to have the clause
amended.

Mr Goldsmith: ‘That will arise when we
come to the definition clause.

The 1motion was then put.

On a division they voted:—for: Messrs
Kitto, Curphey, Cannon, Radcliffe, A.
Christian, J. R. Kerruish, Collister, Clucas,
A. Qnaltrough, J. Qualtrongh, Cormode,
Goldsmith, Dr, Marshall, W. M, Kerruish,
and the Hpeaker:—15. Against:—Messrs
Quayle, R. 8. Corlett, R. Kerruish, W.
Christian, Moughtin, and Col. Moore:—8.

Clause 4 provides for giving powor to the
District Licensing Bench to lcense race-
courses at the General Licensing Sessions.

Mr Collister: 1 move that.

Mr Goldsmith: 1 second that.

Capt. Moughtin: I see in this clause, too,
no appeal is provided for. It is left
to the discretion of the Licens-
ing Court altogether, In every other
matter that comes before them therse is
an appeal. Surcly there should be an
appeal in this also ‘1he Liccnsing Court
for the time being may be composed of
people who are opposed to racing alto-
gether.  Consequently the leences would
be refused. 1t has to he remewed every
twelve months, and there is no appeal
whatever from the decision of this Court.

Mr J. D. Clucas: Clauses 6 and 7 deal
with tliis poiut.

Capt. Monghtin: If valuable property of
this sort is to be dealt with, after a lot of
money has been expended on it, it should
not he within the power of this Court to
refuse a licence granted onc year, for no
misconduci whatever,

Mr J. D. Cluecas: I sce a great deal of
force in counscl’s view that the licensing
authority should be the local authority,
and not the District Licensing Bench. I
thought the local authority in which the
place is situated, would know more about
the matter and should have control. We
would be following a asimilar practice to
that carried on in England. ln order to
make this alteration, it means a tremend-
ous amount of alteration to this bul. I

do not feel disposed to move this amend-
ment, but I have very great doubts regard-
ing the advisibility of giving the District
Licensing Bench the power of making law
as regards the licensing of .these race
courses. ‘They would be a law unto them-
selves. 1 think there should be some
regular lines ot which they should move.
It we give thom contrel, it will give them
unlimited right to make such restrictions
as they think fit.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: They can appeal.

Mr J. D, Clueas: Tt is quite true they can
appeal to the Appeal Court, but it is a
question whether they are not a similar
set of men who look at the thing from the
same point of view. The hon. membar for
South Douglas ridiculed the contention of
counsel that those people who know
something about racecourses should be the
licensing auwthority. Whilst there 1s a
great, deal to be said for that, the hon.
member must carry it further and must
carry it te an absurdity and proceed to
make a lot of capital out of it.

" Mr W, M. Kerruish: A lot of stufling.

Mr J. D. Clucas: You put in the stuffing
first of all, and then you proceeded to knock
it out and talk a great deal of nonsense, I
do think on the local authority there would
be some gentlemen who have a different,
a wider view than the pentlemen who are
olected on the Licensing Bench from the
point of view of the licensing of public-
houses, and T have great doubt as regards
the advantage and right of supporting this
clause. 1 would like to see it altered into
the local authority if possible. Therefore,
I think the best thing would be to move
the suspension of this clause in order to
redraft the various clauses following on
similar lines. '

Mr W. M. Kerruish: Then the hon.
member proposes that, instead of the
Licensing Bench, we shall have the Parish
Commissioners of Braddan or of Onchan,
as the case may be, giving licences to race-
courses. The hon. member talks ‘of ab-
surdity, but surely this is reducing ab-
surdity to absurdity to say that whether
Douglas is to have a racecourse or not
would be dependent on the Parish Commis-
sioners of Braddan. I do not know whether
i is worth while arguing it out. What
power have the Parish Commissioners to
hear counsel, to take evideunce, to swear
witnesses? What Appeal Court have they?
As loug as the Licensing Court suits cer-
tain people, all is well; but as soon as
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there is a little leaven intrcduced into it.
it is all wrong. {Laughter.) I do not
know how you can have a more competent
autzority  than  the Douglus  Ldcensmg
Bench.

Mr J. Qualttough: The sawe principle
iI$ Invosved 1n every other benen. ‘Whey ace
not al Uouglis men who sit on the Dougias
Licensing liench. Tney may balong to
Douglas or the snrrounding parishes. Naw,
1 am averse o tue princp.e of agkmg tue
Donglas L.censing Banck, wheeh is m no
way a ge.lesemative body, and is never
innenced by seirciment tor  thle geueral
well-being of the people, to take control of
Tikhod 1 .oCoUIsea. L owolQ tuawuer give
power to the Locel Government Boavd. T
ek they world be a superior body, fmen-
ame e public opanoin;  and 1 tmnk we
contd nuo do th.s in a betier way. 1 am
satistied chat 1f the power was nvested in
ine po make regutions and laws, vhey
would be a more capab.e body. They have
a secretary. 7They have all the organisa-
t.0u tnat 1s requued.  \What the Licensing

Benzh is 1 caunct tell. A more erratic
body of men the.e is net in exmstence.
‘L'ney have uo control whatever. They are

1 mole dangerois body of men tsan the
Lotal Govelnmens Board. {Laughter.)
Therefore, 1 hold that if we move any way
with th.s Bil 1t woukl be a pity not to
de.ay it, and see if we cannot give power
to the Local Government Board to regulate
trcse proceedings. 1 move that.

Col. Moorg: 1 second if,

Aly Cormode: [ rise to oppose that.
Those who read the discussion in the other
place kmow how carciully this matter of
the right authority was gone into. They
came o the conciusion that the District
Licensing Beich was the best authority to
which the control should he given, 1 have
no strong prejudice in favour of licensing
benches; 1 wmn a member of one of them.
if anvbody can suggest a hetter body, and
one more inclined to work in the interests
of the public, I will not oppose it. There
hos been no suggestion yet, to my mind,
which would be better than to have
ihe Licensing Bench. 1t is not & very big
question nor an ¢nerous duty for any auth-
arity. To hald the Bill over on account of
this wonld be a great mistake. Surely this
is not the way io legistate: as soon as we
get into any little difticuliy, to hold it aver.
Lot us gek on. T have coasidered this Bitl
already, and I am not very enthusiastic
about this particular body. 1t does change
sometimes, and sometimes inferior men get

on—(laughter)—hut I think, on the whole,
it would work satisfactorily. T am ocon-
vinced of that. Let us carry the motion
and get on with the Bill.

The amendmeunt was then pnt. On a
division, there voied:—Ifor the amend-
ment: 3Messrs Quayle, Radcliffe, A. Chris-
tian, J. It. Nerrwsh, R. Kerrwsh, Clucas,
J. Qualtrough, Moughtin, and Col. Moore

4. Against: Messre  Kitto, Curphey,
Cannan, Collister, W, Christian, A. Qual-
trough, Cormode, Gollsmith, W, M. Kes-
ruish, Dr. Marshall, and the Speaker—I11.

The motion was pui and ecarried.

Clause & provides for the form of licence
and the amount to be paid therefor,

Mr Collister: 1 move that.

Mr Goldsmith: 1 second it.

Dr. Marghall: 1 wouild like to move
an amendment to this clause in the fol-
lowing words:—*“After the words ‘five
pounds’ insert the words ‘Percentwin of
vhe annual rateable value of the licensed
premises.” " If these promises are to be
ncensed in the way desired here, | think
this is necessary. If we grant it, as coun-
sel has euid, tnere can only be one race-
¢ourse in the lsle of Man. Thercfore, we
are granting a monopoly to the present
razecourse. As far as 1 can understand,
counsel mentioned the fact thut this was
the only one likely to exist in the lslund,
aidl, therefore, it seems they are to have a
monopoty, Whatever profit js to he .got,
this Compauny, and this Compauy alone, are
t0 possess. Ve have been told, either as
mernibers of the House of Keys or as mem-
bers of the Licensing Bench, that we are
“infants in arms’ as regards race-
couises. I suppose 1 am one of those re-
ferred to s an “infaunt in arms,”’ and vet
for 18 months 1 had the privilege and plea-
stire—it was a duty as well as a plensure—
of attending every race that took place on
the higzest race course in England. This
was the Oid Manchester Racecourse at Old
Barn—uow covered with the docks of the
Ship Canal, and there | got to know a little
bit—in fact, more than a litdle—abond
racing, and 1 claim to know as much as
anyone in this House as to what racing
really is. In the practice, 1 was in with
jockeys, tipsters, and stablemen. We
had managers, and we had the whole gshow
practically. ‘What happened on this race-
course? A hundred per cenf. was paid
dividends for the year. This is better than
the Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. A
hundred per cent. profit was reaped by the
sharcholders jn this Company in those
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times—I am speaking of 20 years ago, be-
fore 1 came to the Jsle of Man.,  Why
should we, having provided for a fixed rate
in repayment, grant sach a tremendous

monopoly to this Company, who may come ; <l
" ticular

to pay 100 per cent.? 1 do nol say they
will, but it is possible. Certainly the game
must pay, or they wonld nwot do it. If they
are to have a monopoly we should have this
amendment,

Mr Goldsmith: T sccond that.

Col. Moore: Does it follow that uever
in the lsle of Alan there is to bz another
racecoltrse 2 Suppesing atother Compnny
started a race meeling nnder the Jockey
Club or National Hunt Club rules, are thesa
people to have a monopoly ?

Dr. Marshall: 1 am speaking in ihe
words of the counsel. He said there was
only a demand for this ene racecourse, 1t
does nob [ollow, but it is likely.

The Speaker: The hon. member for
South Douglas said there were 1wo alieady.

Mr J. Qualtrough: 1 do not know that
thero is very much in this, 1 have no idea
what might be the valuation placed upon
a racccourse. It wight be £100 value. I
think it would be & big place—exceeding
£100 valve. Five pounds per centum, as
in the proposal, means that there is to be
£5 far avery £100 value. This will scarcely
affect the licensce. TIf the place is valued
at more than £100 value, it will mean £10.
I it is L£101 valuation, he will have to pay
£10. Because 1 am satisfied that the pre-
mises would not exceed £100 valuation, T
think it is tmmaterial whether we pass the
amendinelt or not.

AMr W. M. Kerruish: This is a principle
the House passed many rears ago. 1t s
unfair 3 small place should pay the same
as a large place. We fixed that principle
wien puassing the Singing Room Bill. 1
thirk £5 is the amount that wounld be paid
from the existing raceconrse, but we have
an eye to the future, as the property wight
develop and bring 1 a large snm. If it
becomes a success 1t is worth more, and
they will have to pay more, and if it 1s
not a success they will pay less.

Capt, Moughtin: ‘T'his affects another
small racecourse close &0 Donglas.  When
the season is-over the farmers of the Island
might wanl to lold a meeting av the
Strang. There is Ronaldsway, where any
amount of races could be run. Is this to

apply to farms on which races are run. |

The actual racecourse may comprise the
whole farm, and if the farmer wante to
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have a few races at the back end of the
summer, when the stublle is on the fields,
he has to pay this amount before he has
the races. I take it that is the way the
clause stands.  The renson why this par-
vaceeatrse  was not licensed by
Jockey Club was Decavse it has naot
a mile straight run. There are places
oti farms where a  straight mile  run
could be secured. In my apinton it is a
serious principle lo introduce Into licens-
ing matbers, and one the Flouse will do
well to consider belore they do it, or ther
may crush  ont  licensing altogether. [
think the House should carefuily consider
the offeet of suel & principle as this heforo
they accept it. Take the case of the
steamers, say, the Ben-wy-Chree. Is 50
per cent. 12 be puid on ber assessed value
for o licenge?  That would squeeze every
licenee out of existence,

Mr Collister: 1 should like to poaint nuf.
that races may take place on stubble fields
under clause B. We can have them for
two days at a fee of 10s.

The Housc divided on the amendmen*
For: Messrs Curphey, Radcliffie, A. Gual.
trough, J. Qualtrough, Cornoda, Gol-
smith, Marghall, Kerrnish—3. Ayniast:
Messrs Kitto, Quayle, Cannan, A. Chrs-
tian, J. R. Kerruish, R. Xerruish, Callis.

“ter, W. Christian, J. 1. Clucas, Moughtin,

Col. Moore, and the Speaker—I12,

The motion that clause 5 stand part oi
the Bili was then put and carried,

Section 6, providing that all applications
for licences uwnder this Act mmust be made
to the District Licensing Court in which
the place in respect of which the licence is
applied for is situate; Section 7, dealing
with the procedure to be followed in the
case of an application for a licence; Sec-
tion 8, providing for occasional licences to
use any placo for horse racing for any
period not exceeding two days; Section 3,
providing for a penalty on persons taking
part in unlicensed horse races; were all
carried without comment.

Mz Collister moved section 10, which pro-
vides for a penatty of a fine or imprison-
ment at the discretion of the Court, such
fize not to be less thuan £5 nor more than
£25, and such imprisonment not to be less
than one month nor more than three
months on owners and occupiers of ground
where unlicensed horse races take place.

Mr Goldsmith seconded.

Mr W, M. Kerrvish: I move as un
amendment m Hne 27 for the words
“twenty-five’’ to substitute thoe words “‘one
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hundred,”” It is felt that £25 is nothiag
as against the holding of a race.  They
might be quite willing to pay £25 and
make more than that out of the race.
There is no compulsion to impese a fine o2
£25, and if the amount is increased to £100
it will extend the strezs {rom £ to £100.
I don't think £25 is sufficient.

Dr. Marshall: T second that.

The amendment was defeated without a
division, and it was agreed that clause 1J
stand part of the Bill,

Mr Collister moved section 11, which
provides that unlicensed horse races be
deemed a nuisance and Lahle accordingly.

Mr Christian seconded.

Me W, M. Kerruish: I move the addi-
tion of the foilowing proviso: “‘Provided
that no licence granted in pursuance of
this Act shail he deemed to protect the
holder thereof, or any other person, against
the coxisting rights and remedios of any
person in case of a nuisance at common
law.? It 4 a  difficuit amendment to
understand 1t w more for the purpose of
calling the attention of ancther place to
ihe question which arises.  This  scetion
says that a horee race unhiconsed is to be
a nuisance absolutely. 1t is deemed to he
A nuisiiee, su that any persou in the
neighbonrhosd. without proving it s a
nuisinee, could get an injunction to slep
it and claim damages. The amendment
does not interfere wilh that. but it seemed
t0 me by implication the fact of a horse
race being licensed would give a person a
legal remedy even if it was licensed. Sup-
posing & porson came and ran horses under
the windows of a private house.  You conld
not stop them, so long as it was licensed.
1t is a difficult elause, and I doi’t want to
hind the House to it. I want it to go to
another place, so that they will have an
opportunity of considering it. The section
15 tn provide that a horse race that s
not licensed is, as a fact, o nuisance.
Whether 1t is o nuisance or not is 2 mat-
ter of common scusc., A race that is
licensed under this Act s nol a nuisance.
1t might be a very serious nuisance. It a
racernurse started against my  house, it
would be a nuisance und affect my ‘pro-
perty, and this provision iakes away the
privilege of a person to do that. 1 wizh the
House tn pass the amepdment. Tt doos
not nffeet the clause. 1t is to ecall the
aftention of nunther plaze, so that wz may
have their opinian on the malter.

Mr Goldsmith: 1 second it

The amendment was carried without o
division,

Mr W. M. Kerruish: There is another
amendment which comes in there. I maove
that “Section 15, sub-section (5), of lhe
Gaming and Betting Act, 1907, is hereby
repealed,”’ and the following new clause he
ingerted: *1t shall be a condition of any
licence granted under this Aect that no
person lioling a licence under the Act
ghal, on the premises in respect of which
the licence is issued, or in any place adjac-
ent therete, permit any person to frequent
or loiter therein, cither on behalf of him-
self or any other person, for the purpose
of bookmnking, or hetting, or wagering,
or agreeing to bet or wager, or paying, or
receiving, or settling bets.”  There 1= no
need for me to repeat the arguments [
have advanced. Fhis Is an unusual motion.
This is an amendment for making it il-
legal to thave professional hebtting on o
racecourse, The first part of the amend-
ment looks very innocent and it wounld not
e suspected that there is anything behind
it; but this is the little imcident that is
causing all the trouble. The first sub-sec-
tion of seetion 15 of the Gaming and Bet-
ting Act, 1907, says: “‘Any person fre-
quenting or ledering in streets or public
places, on behalf either of himself or ot
any other person, for the purpose of book-
making, or betiing, or wagering, or agree-
ing to bet or wager, or paying, or receiv-
ing, or sctiling bets, shall be fined,*’ cte.
A public place 1s <efined under sub-section
4. We are not repealing that clavse. Tt
says the word “strect shall  include any
highway, aud any pnblic bridge, road, fans,
fostway, squace, court, alley, or passage,
whether a thoroughfare or not’; and the
words fpubliec place’” shall include any
public park, garden, or sea beach, and any
unenclosed ground to which the publie, for
the time being, have a restricted right of
aceess, whether on payment or otherwise, (F
at or near every public entrance there is
conspiciously exhibited by the awners or
persons having the control of the place a
notice prohibiting hetting therein.” . Now
in all those places professional betting s
{forbidden, But sub-section 5 says: ""Noth-
ing contained in this section shall appiy to
any gromd used for the purpose of a race-
course for racing with horses or wdjacent
theretn on the days an which races take
Mace.”’ That makes public professional
Latting lesal an & race-gurse, 1 hagbing
in a strect is Lad for the commnnity, then
it is had for them on a racceoucsae. That
is all.

Mr Goldsmith: T rise to second it, and
in doing so, T wish to aszoeinte myself with
the remarks made by the honeurable mem-
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ber for South Douglas, Mr Kerruish, with
regard to the disadvantages and evil con-
nected with the racecourse carried on at
Douglas. T have mever listened to counsel
that damaged his own case more. He says
the racecourse is a failure. Unless betting
is carried on the raceconrse will be a fail-
ure, and we will have a catastrophe if we
¢loge it. 1 remember a racecourse at the
Strang. It was a failure, and nobedy re-
yretéed it, and the bulk of the people were
weil pleased when it ceased to exist, and
not many tears woull be shed when this
onc ceased to exist. Unless it can he car-
ried on withoni ketting, it is not for good.
Counsel went on to admit that people of
an objectionable character are  brought
here, but that was a matter for the police.
Were the police to shut the people out?
The authorities were to encourage enter-
prise, hut not enterprises that will bring
objectionahle characters. It is admitted
this course will be a failure unless there s
hetting. Ts that not sufficient to kil the
whole thing, and promnt us to do our ut-
most to puard the peonle and the reputa-
tion of this Island?® T support the ameni-
ment, and hope it will have the effect «f
chncking these people off.

Capl. Moughtin: T cannot allow this
clarse tn po withont a prokest., Horse
meing is a reeognisedi institution all over
the warld.  Many towns across the water—
and we are very foud of [cllowing the
example af lacsland—make profits out of
horze races. Chester pays ouae-third of its
rates, and mauy veople from Dougles o
and ses the races there. Touke the case of
tho Grand Natioval.  Ts any exception
taken if betting is on the roce®  Are people
exnected fo simply wat=h the korses uallep.
and not have auy interest in the event?
1T« Manx Foree was ronning, we wonkd
h-ck it with every hope that it wanld win.
angd if it loss, what harm would wo have
done?  Wlhat harm s there to 2o to a rare-
crnrse?  Ts not businem one biz gamhle?
Peaple do not bet for the love of hatting:
it is to give an intercst in the rase, And
il o bookimaker wives a litle odds, it
appreals to the selfish interest in trving to
et something for nothing,  (*Oh'*) That
is what we all have.

. Mr W. M. Kerruish: That is ealled steal-
ing.

Capt. Moughtin: Whet alyuk gambling in
real estate? 1 eall it stealing when people
attend an avetion and offect a corner. That
is what 1 call stenling—to prevent u persin

getting the veal value of his property, nnd
then sell it to his customer at a profit.

M Quayle: Do vou do that?

Capt. Moughtin: No; but 1 kuew those
who do. Now, if we want f{o be so
goody-goody, why not declare there shatl
be nothing in the Isle of Man in the shape
of amusement? We sghall say to the peo-
ple, “You must not come to the Isle of
Man unlees you do what we direet.’”
Nothing coukl he more absurd than to force
customs on people which they have not at
home. Ts there any reason why people
ecoming to Douglas should not be allowed
o do in Douglas what they can do at
home? T cannnt understand why this re-
striction should be put on a legitimate en-
tertainment. T cannot understand how we
have got so goody-goody. We can stand
on Bray Hill and het on the motor
cars, and not het at Belle Vue. We can
go and bet at a football match, but we ara
1ot to gn to Belle Vue, and bet. | dow’c
belicve yom can stop it. You are gning to
make law, with a possibility for somebody
to evade 1t.  You were going to stop the
singing in public-houses, and then license
sorae of them, and on apreal they granted
all excepl one peor widow woman, TLet’s get
ridd of this cant. Have we preached Chris-
tianity for a thousand vears, and sueut
hundreds of thousauds of pounds en eduesa-
tion, to tell the peaple we cannod trust them
as far nsg Belle Vue with half-a-crewn in
their rackess?

Mr Joseph Qualtrough: I am of oninion.
if the opinion of the people of the Tsle of
Man was taken, it would he thiat the Azt
should apply all round—racecourses or ans
where olse. T don’t think any special pri-
vilege should be offered 1o auy place whe =
gamhling can he done on a large scawrs. 1
amn strongly of opinion we shounkl regasi

this provision as suzgested in the amen-i-
ment.

Mr Cormode: The hon. member for
South Douglas, Capt. Moughtin, made a
sbrong appeal to our cupidity. He tried to
persuade us that the carrying on of these
races. and the permission of hetting there,
was highiy heneficial to the community. T
should like to ask whom it benefits? The
hoolunaker henefits; but do the people of
Donglas benefit? 1 have read a number of
articles on this subject., and followed the
thing up in the English papers. Canon
Horslex, in particular, goes into it, and
ives the resuit of race after race, and
demonstrates bevond all question that the
honkmaker is the one individual who hene-

fits. The hon. member canuot argue that
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having horse races is beneficial in the sense
that it attracts desirable visibors to the
Istand. Last year, with the horse races
here, there was a drop in the number of
vigitors as compared with those of the pre-
vions year. The result of having races is
this: You attract visitors here, and the
hookmakor gets hold of the money that
would otherwise go into the pockets of the
people of the Istand. They lose their
money, and haven’t it to spend otherwise.
The hon. member across the House laughs,
but if he can prove that 1 am noé speaking
the truth, I shall be glad to see him get on
his hind legs and do it. The thing is quite
evidews to anyone who goes into it. How
many who go there come back richer than
they came? They don't do it. The other
hon. member for South Douplas, Mr Ker-
ruish, in his very powerfu! specch on the
second reading, said there was (isholesty
on thab racecourse. 1 have no knowledge
of that course, but 1 have had knowledge
of previous races. At one time a certain
sest.on used to come to my place to get
their horses shod, and I used to hear a good
deal of what was going on. The main ob-
ject was to bring out a dark horse, and
keep the public in ignorance of it, and take
advantage of their ignorance to get hold of
their money. I don't know whether that is
done now; the prescut racecourse may
have restrictions to prevent that sort of
thing, but as & matter of fact, if an ordin-
ary member of the public goes there, he is
nob in a positlon to pamble honestly, if
you can gambic hobestly. Knowledge is
possessed by the other party which he can-
not possess. They are in the inner work-
ing of the thing, und lie 18 at o sericus dis-
advantage in the chance of benefiting from
the race. But even if it was, as the hon
meuwber has represenied it to be, a matter
of financial gain to the lsland te have the
avit, T hope that we have enough self-
respeet as Manxmen to say that we shall
not have it. Personally, I would rather go
without a shirt on my back than gel money
by means tha® would invelve the farfeiture
of my seli-respect. 1 am tired, and 1 am
ashamed, of hearing this talk continually
going on, as if Manxmen existed for the
purpose of gebbing money by any means.
We will sell our very souls, they say, 1f ne
can bring visitors here, and get a little
nore money. Lot us chow some self-
respect. Let us stand np for what we be-
lieve to be right. T.et us protect our young
people. Let us be ven who are werthy of
being ealted men. 1 never heard a more

lamentable speech than that of the hon.
member for South Douglas. I have always
been told he was sent here by the Hstal-
lished Church as their representative. |
am sure that to-day they will not feel proud
of him; he has disgraced those who sent
him here. )

Capt. Moughtin (indignantly): Whoever
told you so, told you wrong. 1 was sent
here by the people of South Douglas.

Mr Cormode: T am certain he does not
represent the sentimemwt of South Douglas.
He doesn’t know all, though he may mix
amaong the people who frequent the quays.
I mix among the people of South Douglas
a good deal, among those who exercise in-
fluence in the town, and 1 am snre that,
when the opportunity comes, they will re-
pudiste what.las been said on their behalf,
and will feel disgraced that it should have
been sanid. We have a chance of doing
right, aud 1 am glad to think that we will
do it. It is not going to inflict loss on Dou-
glas, though it may inflict loss on book-
makers, and to a certain extent on those
who have expended money on the present
racecourse. At the same time, we shall be
doing what is right and preserving our self-
respact.

Alr Radeliffe: 1 had no intention of say-
ing anything on this subject, but 1 have
always tried to be guided by the wishes of
the locality most directly concerned. We
have listcned to the views of the five mem-
bers for Douglas, and four of them have
declared emphatieally that it is not a bene-
fit to the neighbourhcod to have a race-
course. 1 am not going to give my own
views on the subject; I am partienlarly
fond of the sport, and nobody enjors a
horsa race more than I; hut when the
majority of the membe:is for Douglas have
spoken against betting in their midse, I
see 1o other course but tuo vote for the
amendinent now proposed.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: Just a fow words
in reply. 1 must associate myself with the
hon. member for Peel in the [ecling of dis-
appointizent, 1 might almost say of despair,
that the House could listen to arguments
of the character we have had advanced to
ug this afternocen. This is not a question
of Lorse-racing; it is not a question of
stopping bettng.  There is nothing in what
we do which will prevent anyone who is so
disposed from going to the motor races and
backing a rider, or going to any horse race,
and putbing his own money with his friend
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on & havse. But it docs prevent persons
making a profession of batbing., What is
the type or man? Do they nead any de-
scripsion?  When © tell you that at these
horse races last summer, one man made
the book, the snme man owned the horse,
and the same man rode the horse, what
chance is there of honesty under those cir-
cumstances®  Doos not that expose the
whole thing at once? Tt is said that there
is no other piace in the world thas prohibits
bookmaking. That is nob aliogether true,
but it is adlmitied that it is allowed on the
other side of the water., Bul are the con-
ditions the same? In tlhe first place, ure
the races here leld under the same rules?
Is it the same class of horse, the same class
of rider? Would the riders in these races
ke permilted to get ou the back of a horse
esewhere?  The conditions are not the
same. There is nothing that conld indice
us to vote for this proposal except the ap-
peal to our lower inshincts, Ts that what
we ave here to countennnce?  Let me put
one more point to the House. Before this
Bill to lcense racecourses was introdnced,
we had noa responeibility; persons might
come here, and start ravecourses and per-
mit betting. We were not responsible for
it. But the position is very different if we
pass this Bill. Now we are licensing these
places, and we are empowcred to 1mpose
conditinns aud restrictions, aund the re-
sponsibility rests upon us now, in & sScuse
atoxether different than beofore, of allow-
ing this kind of thing to go on. 1 hope
the House will take its stand on principle
in this matter. I know what the effect of
this vate wilt be on me. T know there is a
cinss of poaple that takes 1ke view of my
colleagzue, Mr Moughtin., But we are pre-
pared to stand that. We lelieve that the
hest influence and interest of our cousti-
tueney and constituents is with us, and w:
are prepared to stand our ground.

On a division theie voted:—Tor the
amendment: Messrs Kitbo, Cuerphey, Can-
nan, Radelifie, A, Christian, J. . Ker-
rnish, Robert Kerruish, W. Chrisbian, ).
Quaitrough, Cormode, Crennell, Goldsniith,
Marshall, W, M. Kerruish, and Cel, Mocere,
and the Spenker—16.  Against: Messys
Quayle, Collister, and Moughtin—3. The
amendment was carried.

Ciause 12 provides tiut a lcensec com-
:nitting & breach of the terms of his liceuce
may be fined in a penalty not exceeding
£90 and a daily penalty not exceeding £,
ail may have his liceuce revoked.

Arreed,

J

Clause 13 (Power of entry for police).

Agreed.

Clause 14 cmpowers the Governor to
order oxtra police contiul of a 1acecourse,
and to charge the expenses the:eof upoin
the hulder of the licence.

Mr W, M. Kerruish: There are two or
three trifling amendments, which T think
the Haouse will asecept. The seciion at pve-
sent makes it itperative on the Governor
to charge the expenzes on the holder. 'The
fust of these amendmenls gives the Gov-
ernor a discretion in Lhe matter, just as we
pave jn the Camps Bill. We think there
are circwmmnstances in which the Governor
might neb deem it necessary to take such a
rourse. Then we make the exnenses ol
special police contral a debi due to the
Crown. That will give the Crown a pre-
ference over other creditors. [t mizht be
that a person would comne over here, and
tun o disorderly racecourse, and then dis~
appear and leave nothing behind him, and
then the Crown wouid be only an ordinary
oreditor for the amount of the police
charpes.

Dr. Marshali seconded.

Mr Collister ucrepted the amendment.

Agreed.

Mr W, M. Kerruish: Now T have 2 new
paragraph to add to the clause providing
that a racecoarse licensed under this Act
zhall be desmed to be a “becting-house’ in
section 9 of the Gaming and Beiting Act,
1807. There is no nee:d 1o discuss it, as
it 1s exactly the stme as we have decided
already. Section 9 of the Act of 1907 pro-
vides that no house shall be used for the
purpoze of veceiving bots.  This amend-
ment inciudes a 1acerourse ameng the
places which may be called “‘hetbing-
hotses,” and it would hereafter be illegal
to talke bets ou a racecourse, either upon a
heoise race or on anything else. 1 don’t
know that it is absolutely essential 1o do
this, but I think it is a wise precaution to
take, and they will come to a conclusion
upon it when the Bill goes to another place.

Ay Geidsinith seconded.

Agreed.

Mr W. M. Kerruish: Then there is a
wew clause providing that it shall be u con-
dition of o licence granted under this Act
that the holder shall not permit any persan
to frequeni oy loiter upon his premises for
the purposcs of betting. That is exactly
the same principle.

AMe J. Qualtrough seconded,
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The clause was carried, Mr
calling '‘No."

Clause 15 (Recovery of penalties), and
the schedule, containing the prescribed
form of licence, passed.

Clause 2 defines a horse race as a race
in which horses, mares, or.geldings com-
pete with each other, or against time, for a
prize or for a bet or wager, and at which
more than twenty persons are present.

Col. Moore: I oppose this definition alto-
vether. I think——

Mr W. M. Kerruish: T am going to move
a provise which will meet what 1 think is
the lion. and pallant member's difficulty—
“'but shall not mean a race or competition
permitted by a recoguised agricultural
society as an exhibition of stock.”

Mr Radelifie seconded.

Col. Moore: Even tihat amendment
would not put it right. JIn England, I
understand = **race meeting’' means a mect-
ing with, say, throe different races, There
is no ohjectiolt in any sehse to what is called
a mateh, where friends' horses rou against
cach other. Whether twenty or thirty, or
more people, abttend such a match, makes

Moughtin

no difference. If you have a gathering
where there are two or three matches, it
is a “‘meeting,” and these meetings, if not
under the proper rules of tace meetings,
would be called ‘“Happing races.”
I am sorry that the Manx races are not
under proper rules, hocouse 1 consider
horseracing is one of the finest sports in the
world, You might as well try to stop
human beings racing, or preyhounds racing,
or any sort of racing. It is not because a
race is a horse race that there is harm in it.
Parsonally, 1 consider betting a mistake,
but if people really wish to invest their
money in that wax, T am not going to stop
them. I am quite sure this clause ia quite
wrang, but I eannot at the moment exactly
stggest how it should be altered. I think
we should postpone it. (“*No.")

The clanse was carried.

The title and preamble passed.

Mr Radcliffe moved that the House ad-
journ to the Tynwald Court this day fort-
night,

Mr Goldemith: Make it 10-30 a.m,
can take some third readings,

The House adjourned to Tuesday, March
4th, at 10-30 a.m,

Wa
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